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PAPER COMMENTS ON NORDIC LABOR UNIONS' ALBORG PEACE MEETING 
Copenhagen INFORMATION in Danioh 27 May 81 p 6 
(Editorial by "fly") 


[Text] Sections of the labor union movement have now seriously started 
making themselves felt within the security policy debate and within the 
rapidly growing peace movement. A wide circle of union representatives 

in North Jutland thus took the initiative to the Nordic Peace Conference 
which, during the past weekend, attracted nearly 1,300 participants to the 
Alborg Hall. The largest trade union federation of the country, the 
Federation of Danish Semiskilled Workers, has planned a conference on inter- 
national detente to be held in September. These are positive signs in 

times when the linking together of employment considerations and military 
expenditures has become a central point in the national defense debate. 


The latest issue of the periodical FRED OG FRIHED, which has just appeared, 
contains the following words by the chairman of the Federation of Danish 
Semiskilled Workers, Hardy Hansen: “It is abeurd if for years we fight for 
an increased quality of our lives and afterwards, with our eyes open, go in 
for some form of military production--solely for reasons of employment. 

The next question will then be how big a military machine we shall need to 
get rid of the unemployment problem." 


The words by the chairman of the Federation of Danish Semiskilled Workers 
bear witness to a recognition which has long been lacking in the armaments 
debate. One would only have liked for it to have come earlier. What did 
the trade union movement say in 1975 when Denmark concluded "the arms deal 
of the century" involving the purchase of 58 F-16 fighter aircraft? The 
silence was striking. 


The meeting during the past weekend at Alborg was described in the Tuesday 
edition of LAND OG FOLK as a “peace conference of far-reaching historical 
importance." The newspaper of the Communist Party devotes so much column 
space to the conference that one cannot help suspecting that our old friends 
in Dronningenc Tvergade [Queen's Cross Street, Copenhagen] are anew attempt- 
ing to influence and, if possible, take over a broad popular movement. How- 
ever, oeveral prominent Social Democrats and impartial peace researchers 
appear in the list of opeakers at the conference--so we hastily drop that 
ugly suspicion. 


























Instead, one may evaluate the content of the resolutions passed by the peace 
conference. One of these resolutions wae in the form of an appeal to the. 
governments of Denmark, Finland, Norway, and Sweden, which were requested 

to “obtain, as soon as possible, through negotiations, the recognition by 

the nuclear powers and the United Nations of the Nordic countries as a 
guaranteed nuclear-free gone." And it went on to say: "The conference is 
convinced that such an agreement will be of decisive importance to detente 
and the security of the Nordic countries and an important step toward nuclear 
disarmament in Burope and the world as a whole." 


The most conspicuous thing about thie text is what has been left out. The 
only nuclear missiles direeted directly against the Nordic area are not 
mentioned at all. Could it be because these missiles are of Soviet make 

and have been deployed on the Kola peninsula, near the northern frontiers 

of Norway and Finland? As is well-known, the disagreement in the debate on a 
Nordic nuclear-free zone concerns the question whethen the Kola peninsula 
and the Baltic are to be included in such a gone. If so, this would result 
in a demand to the Soviet Union that it remove its nuclear weapons araenal in 
the disputed peninsula as well as the six nuclear-armed Golf submarines which 
sail in the Baltic--the area which the Soviet Union paradoxically calle "the 
Sea of Peace." 


Would it be conceivable for activists of the Communist Party within the peace 
movement to support such a demand? 


Hardly. If, contrary to expectation, this wene to happen, it certainly would 
make party history. The subject was indeed discussed at the Nordic peace 
conference. The cheirman of the Workers' Joint Organization in Alborg, Ditlev 
Petersen, was quoted by JYLLANDS POSTEN as stating the following: "The talk 
about the Nordic countries as a nuclear-free zone only makes sense if the zone 
also comprises the Kola peninsula and the Baltic. Only in this way shall we be 
able to secure a Nordic nuclear-free zone and thus continue our efforts to 
limit entirely, on the long view, the possible use of nuclear weapons in the 
world.” The LAND OG FOLK reporter states that the participants in the conference 
‘fisagreed on many details but agreed on the essential point: The. joint efforts 
to secure world peace." The paper goes on to say that Jytte Hilden of the 
Social Democratic Party and Villum Hansen of the Co-ordinating Committee for 
Peace and Security “refuted many misunderstandings, for example the demand 

for the involvement of the geographical: areas which do not belong to the 
Nordic countries, for example the Kola peninsula." 


Which misunderstandings, please? It serves no purpose to conceal that the 
peace movement is divided on this issue, and attempts to overlook the existence 
of the Soviet nuclear weapons in the areas bordering on the Nordic countries 
certainly do not further the efforts to create a Nordic nuclear-free zone. 


It, moreover, io difficult discerning the “historical significance” of the 
pence conference considering that the participants were unable to agree on 

a resolution condemning the armament initiatives taking place both within 
NATO and the Warsaw Pact. Here, I, of courses have in mind the continuous 
deployment by the Soviet Union of SS 2O-missiles, directed against targets in 
Western Europe, as well as the NATO decision to react to this deployment by 
deploying 572 nuclear missiles as of 1983. 
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In view of the fact that a conference with sugh an overwhelming participa- 
tion from the trade union movement was not even able to place the responsi- 
bility for the armaments, the resolutions and the appeals lose the credibili- , 
ty that is necessary in order for these appeals to have the needed political 
force of penetration. Ile it possible that things were too delicate to call 
the super villains by their right names. 


The other appeals from the conference have been worded in such broad terms 
that it is impossible to disagree on the beautiful intentions. For example, 
an “appeal to the Nordic peoples" that Europe must not be made the center of 
& new dangerous nuclear armament, and that negotiations on the medium-range 
missiles in East and West are urgently needed has been worded in such broad 
terme that even our own minister of foreign affairs would sign the text 
without hesitation. A request to the Soviet Union to discontinue the present 
deployment of SS -O missiles would, no doubt, have carried more weight. One 
would thereby, at the same time, have prepared the way for a corresponding 
~ to NATO to desict from deploying the 572 medium-range missiles as of 
1964. 


If, for a moment, one disregards these unpleasant and controversial issues, 

the fact that the trade union movement has now finally joined the peace debate 
is definitely edifying. The trade union movement may at least contribute 
considerably to the disarmament efforts by, for example, destroying the myth 
which a few Social Democratic top leaders within the trade union movement have 
been making persistent efforts to keep alive, viz. that investments in the. 
military provides more job openings. Most recently, the Finnish Trades Union 
Congress has participated in a major study of the possibilities to convert arms 
production to civilian production. An initiative which carried considerably 
more weight than hundreds of peace appeals, full of empty phrases. 
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CHRISTIAN GROUPS PROTEST TNF, PLAN PEACE ACTIONS 


Bonn DIE WELT in German 3 Jun 81 p 5 


[Article by Henk Ohnesorge: "An Unholy Alliance With Naive Christians--Is There 
No Place in the Church for Citizens in Uniform?"] 


[Text] The letter was devoid of ambiguity: "...the New Testament bears over- 
whelming evidence on the incompatibility of the spirit of Christ with voluntary 
military service." 


Munich garrison commander Lieut Col Freiherr Gerd von Ungern-Sternberg, growing 
angrier by the minute, was reading 4 letter addressed to him by Father Dieter 


Helbig of the Emmaus Society on the subject of honor among officers and its conse- 
quences: "As far as I know, German officers subscribe to the occupational prin- 
ciple of resigning from the service rather than losing their honor. As a devoted 
Christian you are aware of the fact that among the followers of Jesus the greatest 
honor is the salvation of the soul.” 


The letter was written in reply to 4 protest made by the air force officer. He 
had objected to a sermon by Father Helbig, delivered during a "peace service" in 
late February, held at the same time as a swearing-in ceremony for 2,000 recruits 
on Munich's Koenigsplatz, in which he said: “There is no common ground between 
Christianity and the military!" 


The commotion in Munich was not an isolated case. It is an admittedly spectacular 
symptom of the most severe test of strength within German Protestantism since the 
end of World War Il. It is a manifestation of the phenomenon inadequately de- 
scribed as the “peace movement." In general terms, it is directed against nuclear 
weapons and the arms race and more specifically against the NATO twin resolution. 


There are, for instance, many Protestants among the approximately 800,000 sup- 
porters of the Krefeld Declaration of 16 November 1980, which, among other things, 
appeals to the FRG Government to “retract the agreement for stationing Pershing-II 
missiles and cruise missiles in Central Europe; in future to take a position with- 
in the Alliance which no longer exposes our country to the suspicion of being a 
party to a nuclear arms race which constitutes a special danger to the Europeans." 


The fact that numbers of West German Protestants subscribe to the Krefeld demands 
is a logical development. As long ago as 1959, the Heidelberg Theses for instance 




















contained the following as Thesis Number 7: “The Church must recognize the refusal 
to bear arms as appropriate Christian conduct." While at the time this was based 
on different considerations, representatives of Protestant youth organizations 
presented this simplified expianation at the Osnabrueck Synod in the fall of 1980: 
"We prefer 20 or 30 years of dictatorship to war, because we can hope that even « 
dictatorship can undergo changes among peace-loving people." 


The Speyer Theses of 21 February 1981, proclaimed by a group with the motto "The 
church is unequivocally devoted to peace," may not be quite as naive, but is 
equally unmistakable in its goals. Point 4 of the Theses contains the following: 
“Our church, in accepting the motto ‘In the service of peace, with and without 
weapons,’ has allied itself with the ideology of national security, which has 
degenerated into idolatry.... For the sake of preserving the credibility of the 
gospel we, in behalf of our church, must develop a service for peace free of na- 
tional and military security considerations.” 


In addition, two movements with differences in emphasis conduct the peace debate 
within the German Protestant community. 


The movement “Live Without Armament" has issued the following statement: “Our 
understanding of our mission is a voluntary commitment by the individual to re- 
nounce military protection and to develop peace without armament by political 
means.... We refuse to send others to die for us, but are ready, if necessary, 
to sacrifice ourselves." 


The movement "Safeguard of Peace" uses a different approach: "...especially in 
view of the presently existing tensions between the big power blocs, it is essen- 
tial that equilibrium be maintained in the respective military threat potentials. 
This should make the risk of war unthinkable to both sides and would at the same 
time provide an opportunity for a reduction in the arms race. Inasmuch as the 
FRG, including West Berlin, depends upon this security system for its political 
existence, it cannot shirk its responsibilities in this matter...." 


While some West German Protestant groups deal with the problem of peace in a 
deliberate and peaceful manner, others act in a militant and aggressive fashion. 
To a certain extent there is an unholy alliance between more or less naive Chris- 
tians and those who have never seen the inside of a church and to whom peace means 
nothing more or less than unilateral disarmament by the FRG. 


Small wonder therefore that, according to Pastor Konrad Luebbert, a member of the 
"Christians for Disarmoment™ movement, there are plans for an event featuring 
Martin Niemoeller, Heinrich Albertz, Kurt Scharf, Dorothee Soelle and Gert Bastian 
during the Cerman Protestant Church Day in June in Hamburg, as well as a protest 
march into Hamburg's inner city. It is not designed to protest against the Church 
Day, "merely" against the Church Day event entitled "To Secure Peace," featuring 
Minister of Defense Hans Apel, himself an active Protestant Christian. 


One organization called "Responsible Christians" is said to be planning an infor- 
mation booth during Church Day, to be entitled "The Holy Trinity: Church——Capital 
--Armed Forces." Three manikins are to be equipped with posters reading as fol- 
lows: “War is Conceivable (Church)"; “War is Feasible (Capital)"; and "War Will 
Take Place (Armed Forces)." 











But among the soldiers, whose Christianity is being denied by some of their fellow 
Christians because they are wearing the uniform, the mood ranges from outrage to 
resignation and helplessness. Things are so bed, according to Military Chief of 
Chaplains Reinhard Gramm, that “many Christians in Uniform can no longer take it 
for granted that they still are full-fledged members of the Protestant Church." 


Says Gramm: “We are well advised to speak softly. For us there is no such thing 
as one single correct Christian godel. Nor do we have a prescription for every 
situation and we canmmet point to the single correct path toward peace with absolute 


certainty.” 


But some believe themselves in possession of the prescription. They are those who 
are already planning an FRG-wide "Week of Peace" for 15-21 November and who are 
soliciting the participation of “Land churches, church communities, youth organi- 
zations, schools, workers’ unions, Third World groups, citizens’ groups, womens’ 
groups and senior citiz os' groups”: “Our principal concern will be the burning 
question of stationing U.S. medium-range rockets in our country.” Nowhere in this 
appeal is there a single word mentioned about Soviet missiles. 
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LINERGY BCONOMICS DENMARK 


REDUCED ENERGY CONSUMPTION--The Danes are cutting their energy consumption 
according to 4 report published by the Department of Statistics. The 

total sales of oi] products, excluding sales to power stations and gasworks, 
dropped by 16 pereent in February of thie year compared with February of 
1980. Sales of fuel, gas, and crude oi] dropped by 18 percent and sales of 
faeoline by 10 pereent. The production of gasworks gas also dropped by 10 


percent, and the power consumption dropped in February of thie year by 7 
percent compared with February of 1980. [Text] [Copenhagen INFORMATION in 


Danish 4 Jun 81 p 14) 7262 
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ENERGY BCONOMICS NETHERLANDS 


COMBINED WIND, HYDRORLECTRIC PLANT«-Holland, May=--Following careful studies, a govern- 
ment commission in the Netherlands has given the go-ahead to efforts to develop an en- 
tirely new combined wind and hydroelectric plant. The man behind the idea is hydrau- 
lic engineer L.W. Lievense of Breda. The intention is to build a series of 1,000 
windmille with vanes 40 meters long. They will pump water up into a gigantic reser- 
voir. The windmills themselves can generate electricity for the grid, but the water 
in the reservoir will provide a reserve in periods of calm. Four of five polders off 
Marken Island in the former Zuider Zee will be reclaimed. It has now been discovered 
that the fifth polder should not be reclaimed for environmental reasons. Instead, it 
will be used as the power plant's reservoir. Construction of 30-meter-high dikes will 
create 4 reservoir covering 55 equare kilometers (this can later be increased to 165 
equare kilometers) and having a water surface 23 meters above the surrounding area. 
The drop will be enough to drive the power plant. The reservoir will hold 500 billion 
liters of water. The combined wind and hydroelectric plant will satisfy 15 percent 

of Holland's energy requirements and conserve 1.5 million tons of oil per year. If 
all goes according to plan now--and interest in the Netherlands is great--construction 
of the facility could begin in 1985. It could replace in part the two nuclear power 
plants that an increasing majority of the Dutch want to close down. [By Claes Sturm) 
[Text] [Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 2 Jun 61 p 31) 11798 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS NORWAY 


STATOIL CHIEF DISCUSSES CHANCE OF SUPPLYING GAS TO CONTINENT 
Oslo NORGES HANDELS OG SJOFARTSTIDENDE in Norwegian 26 May 8! p 2 
[Article: "Norwegian Gas Will Never Be Inexpensive") 


(Text) ‘The requirement for gas for Western Europe will be increasing 
in the next 10 years," says Statoil's administrative director. 


"Norwegian gas will never be inexpensive gas. it will achieve a high 
price because at the point of departure it is sold on long range contracts 
with guarantees for secure deliveries froma politically stable area," 
Says administrative director Arve Johnsen of Statoil at the opening of 

an international gas conference in Oslo on Monday. 


Johnsen maintained that during the next 10 years there will be a steadily 
increasing requirement for the supply of natural gas to Western Europe. 
From the end of the 1980's there will be an increasing market for 
Norwegian gas i” West European countries. 


The Price Development 


About the price development for natural gas, the Statoil director said 
that the gas prices will gradually approach the of! price. He maintained 
that the Norwegian gas is expensive to produce and has a long transport 
road to the market. This is also the reason why a high price was 
negotiated for Norwegian gas. "Without a good price it would not be 
possible to produce the gas," said director Arve Johnsen, 


Western Europe's Gas Supply 


“Norway makes a considerable contribution to Western Europe's gas supply, 
and the Norwegian deliveries will increase. It is not correct to 
criticize us for shaving too little interest in securing larger gas 
supplies for Western Europe," said Oj! and Energy Minister Arvid Johanson 
on Monday when he opened Norwegian Petroleum Association's gas seminar 
in Oslo. 

















The cabinet minister pointed out that Norway runs into this type of 
criticiom from time to time. We found it understandable that the 
countries in Western Europe give high priority to gas supplies. it is 
also understandable that the United States is interested in this and that 
deliveries fram the Norwegian shelf will be evaluated in this connection, 


Guidance 


"in Norway we realize there is a need to secure large gas supplies for 
Western Europe. All the gas we produce--more than 25 billion cubic 
meters in 14d0=-is delivered to Western Europe. in a few days Parliament 
will make @ decision about bringing the gas ashore from the Statf jord 

and Heimdal field, possibly also from block 34-10, and this involves 

6-7 billion cubic meters each year. it may possibly be the largest single 
project we have had in an industrial connection in Norway. Most of the 
gas will go precisely to the continent and will secure supplies in the 
existing line to Emden in West Germany for a long time to come," said 
Johanson, 


'We will continue the search activity in the very promising Jl-area, 

the largest gas finding in the Worth Sea. Interesting search drilling 
is also being carried out in other fields. So far all fields which have 
been declared commercial have been placed in production. 


‘We have set 90 billion ton of! units per year as a frame for our of! 
and gas production. This gives us possibilities for making a significant 
contribution to Western Europe's energy supply," said the cabinet minister. 


The Price Policy 


He also discussed the Norwegian price policy for gas. in the government's 
opinion the gas prices should be adapted to today's and the future's 
energy market. The gas prices must be higher than in the 1970's in order 
to guarantee a more effective use of gas and in order to pay for the 
investments which are necessary to bring new supplies of gas to the 
consumers. 


"The developments on the energy market have made it reasonable that the gas 
price be brought more in line with the price for crude oi !,"' said Cabinet 
Minister Arvid Johanson. 


8958 
CSO: 3108/154 

















ENERGY 
ECONOMICS NORWAY 


OFFICIAL STATES THAT ELECTRICITY CAPACITY 1S ADEQUATE UNTIL 1985 
Osto NORGES HANDELS OG SJOFARTSTIDENDE in Norweg'ar 29 May 81 p 13 
[Article: “Enough Power Until 1985, Not Till 1990') 


[Text | Malden (NTB): Up to 1985 Norway has been quaranteed the power 
supplies which the government assumed in the Energy Report, but there will 
be problems in meeting the program for the time up to 1990,"' admitted 
General Director Sigmund Larsen in Norwegian Waterways and Power System 

in @ Speech at Halden. 


‘While the supply of of! to Norway should not cause any problems in future 
years, neither from our awn sources in the North Sea nor in the world 
market, | see a danger for considerable supply problems with rds to 
electricity," said the NVE [Norway's Weterways and Power System] director. 


The country's production capacity for electrical power this year will be 
87 terawatt-hours (TWh). Power installations which are being built will 
increase this to 93 TWh in 1985 and to 96 TWh in 1990. Before this 

summer it is probable that Parliament will give permission for the devel- 
opment of new projects, and the country will therefore be secured a fixed 
power supply of 94 TWh in 1985 and 98 TWh by 1990 provided these new 
projects are started soon and developed quickly. We are still approximately 
8 TWh short of meeting the energy report program for 1990, according to 
Larsen. 


He reported that the Electricity Directorate in NVE is about to set up an 
action program to prepare operation of some older power stations and their 
interconnected operation, but he emphasized that it is too early to tell 
whether the operation can be made so efficient that the number of 

TWh we are short can be recovered by 1990. He also believed that the 

energy report's estimate about 2 TWh in contribution from small power stations 
by 1990 is too high. The estimate assumes that a new smal! power station 

is put in operation every third week throughout the decade up to 1990. 
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"Behind such an optimistic backing was the assumption that it should be 
possible to arrange a very simplified license processing for small power 
stations. This turns out not to be true. We now experience that the 
same types of objections are made against small as against large projects, 
and the processing of the licenses requires a great deal of time also 

for many of the small installations," said Director General Larsen. 


‘According to the information we now have, it can become difficult to 
reach the Energy Reports goal of 160 TWh by 1990. The larger water 
power projects which according to the Energy Report should contribute to 
reach the goal have namely also during the course of last year delayed 
the progress in the license processing as compared to what was assumed in 
the report. Some of them will probably be delayed two or three years. 
And the delays are probably not finished." 


The so-called ''Cable agreement'' about power supply fram Denmark expires 
at the beginning of the 1990's, and the "Block power agreement" with 
Sweden expires | July 1984. In March of this year the prime ministers 
of Norway and Sweden signed an energy cooperation agreement, which gives 
Norway the option to import up to 2 TWh fixed power. in Sigmund Larsen's 
opinion the import of Swedish power is a socioeconomically more expensive 
way to cover the power requirement than to develop our own Norwegian 
water power to a sufficient extent. 


"Now if this power supplied fram Sweden should become of interest so that 
the import gets going, | must warn strongly against using this as a pillow 
to sleep on with regards to our national power development," maintained 
Larsen. 


‘First of all, we mst realize that the fixed power import which might get 
started from Sweden disappears again already in 10 years. For another 
thing, we already lie somewhat behind the development program which was 
used as a basis for the Fnergy Report and which was confirmed in the 
government's long term budget this spring. A third thing is that because 
of the oi! price development and other reasons it is to a high degree 
appropriate to get ahead of the schedule with clarification of new power 
installations,'' said the NVE director in summary. 


"So far we have not secured the power supplies which the Energy Report 
assumed up to 1985. Now we must get ready for the rest of the 10 year 
period up to 1990. If we get the political decisions we need in time, 
we will manage it too even if the prospects don't seem very good today. 
In the coming decade it is water power we must rely on," confirmed NVE's 
Director General Siqmund Larsen. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS NORWAY 


NONSOCIALISTS ATTACK GOVERNMT |§3 OLL POLICY 


Oslo NORGES HANDELS 0G SJOFARTSTIDENDE in Norwegian 29 May 81 p 2 


lArticle by UIf Arvid Mejlaender: "The Attacks Against the Non-Socialist 
Party's Oi} Policy Are Pure Nervous Biting.'') 


[Text] The ol l=political reality has been turned upside down, believes 
non-socialist politicians. 


The violent attack which is directed against non-socialist oi! policy 

must be explained with fear for the three large opposition parties" 
agreement on the industry policy, the energy policy and the oj! policy 

and also an incipient discovery that the Government's own oj! policy has 
failed. Seen objectively the criticism does not hold up: the oil-political 
reality is turned completely upside down. This is what non-socialist 
politicians believe about the use by the labor press of the big sledge 
against an oi! policy which will give just as many shiny kroner in the 
state treasury but without a monopolistic of! environment. 


"The claims in the labor press that a non-socialist oi! policy involves 
‘billion kroner gifts’ to private companies are false because they are 
unreasonable. We want a larger private participation on the shelf in 
order to increase the society's income, for one thing, through taxes, 

not to drain the state of money. It is not correct that the non-socialists 
want to give a foreign company a "gift package" in the form of a 10 percent 
ounership share in the gold block. On the other hand, there is reason to 
point out that the labor party's own government has earlier given foreign 
companies a 45 percent ownership share in another oi! field, but this can 
not be charact: ‘zed as gifts," says the conservative party's industry- 
political main spokesman, Odd Vattekar, in @ comment to the conservative 
press office. 
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Vattekar tells NORGES HANDELS O06 SJOFARTSTI DENDE: 


"i don't quite understand the problem which is being posed: do they 
believe that it is only within the state's own ownership that it is 
possible with safe controls and solid income for the state? For us it 
is @ question about which channels thia income shall come from, 


No "'Nocus -Pocus" 


Vattekar does not agree that there should be any need for "ol l-political 
magicians’ in the non=socialist camp in order to get the political 
prescription to agree with the wish to maintain the government income, 
as Undersecretary Harald Norvik in the O11 and Energy Department has 
indicated. "In that case, the oll-political decisions we have put behind 
ourselves must stand out as a pure tragedy. Are we left without income 
for the government because it itself does not own everything in the 
fields?" asks Odd Vattekar. 


Lenient 


He maintains that ARBEIDERBLADET's notice is actually a serious accusation 
against the government: either for poor formulation of the oj! taxation 
or for lenient negotiation with the oi! companies in assigning the 
licenses. 


"The Labor Party's own government has already given foreign companies 

an ownership share of 45 percent. | really don't hope that the tax system 
is so terrible that this decision represents a ‘gift package'' 
parliamentary representative Odd Vattekar points out. 


He also points out that the non-socialist coalition parties have reached 
@ broad agreement on the industry, of! and energy policy, and that this 
is very promising for the election this fall. He also believes there must 
be a clear relationship between the strong attacks which now are being 
directed against non-socialist oi! policy and the fear for this clear 
alternative to the government's policy. 


Nervous Biting 


He is joined by Per Kristian Foss, member of the Conservative Party's 
labor committee and oi l-political committee: 


") see the criticism as a form of nervous biting. The Labor Party is 
afraid of real changes in the oj! policy, and that fear is well founded. 
They have probably noticed the approach between the free non-socialist 
parties last year," says Foss. 


"it is typical of the way the Labor Party thinks that any other solution 
other than a predominant responsibility to Statoil is obviously understood 
as giving away money. This is a strange way to turn things upside down, For 
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instance, people would consider it absurd if the export industry were 

to exist only of state companies because it would presumably mean giving 
away the state's money if others got a chance to conduct economic 
activity on the basis of Norwegian resources,'' Per Kristian Foss tells 
NORGES HANDELS OG SJOFARTSTIDENDE, and he emphasizes that the non- 
socialist alternative is neither full state operation nor full state 
fright but, on the contrary, equality of status for companies. 


On arguments that the private companies too have received what they 
have asked for, he says that the situation has been such that they 
actually have not had the courage to ask for more than they have known 
they could get. 


"it is surprising that more people do not see the danger in such a 
monopolistic ol! environment," says Foss, who, just like Vattekar, denies 
that the state's ol! income is endangered through non-socialist policy: 
"One only has to use the tool available in the tax and fee regulations." 


Per Kristian Foss emphasizes that the non-socialist parties oi! policy 
also favors Norwegian oi! companies so that these companies should be 

able to develop their own expertise. This means that the participation by 
foreign and multinational companies must be kept at a very low level. 


Labor Party Duped? 


The chairman of the Christian People's Party, Kare Kristiansen, also 
definitely disocciates himself from the form and content in the Labor 
press criticism of non-socialist oi! policy: 


insufficiency 


The criticism indicates there is a certain feeling of their own insuff- 
iciency. The non-socialists have agreed on lines which the government 
party maybe should have thought about before. "Intermixing administrative 
and business tasks on the shelf is probably about to give a situation 
which the Labor Party does not find to be especially ideal either," the 
chairman of the Christian People's Party tells NORGES HANDELS 0G SJO0- 
FARTSTIDENDE. 


He reminds us that we have not yet seen a state activity that proves to be 
more profitable than a private activity and that not even the Labor Party 
will give this as the reason for giving Statoil a strong position: "it is 
the state administration which has been important, and it would be to 
turn the case upside down to start to talk about the state's income as a 
basis for criticism against non-socialist of! policy. 


"it is up to the state to take in the tax income, and there is nothing in 
our presentations indicating that this income will be reduced,"' states 
Kare Kristiansen, who believed that the Labor Party now seriously 

starts to feel the pressure from a joint opposition on quite essential 
problems in Parliament, 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS NORWAY 


LEFTIST=LIBERAL MAJORITY BACKS OIL POLICY 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 6 Jun 81 p 18 


[Text] "State ehterprises do not necessarily operate as obedient 
servants of the public will but with their own will to exercise power 
and influence as may be expected from any working group of resourceful 
and knowledgeable people,'' maintained the parliamentary leader of the 
Conservative Party, Kare Willoch, when Parliament discussed the oi! 
policy yesterday. The Labor Party and the Socialist Left Party with 
support from the Liberals strongly supported Statoil. The non-socialist 
parties did not want such strong dominating influence for the state 
enterprise. 


Kare Willoch emphasized that state enterprises can exercise influence 

over the policy more readily than private enterprises because of the 

state enterprise's special connections in the bureaucracy and politics. 
"Almost regardless of which persons one finds in the leadership in Statoil, 
one must count on certain sociologic and economic regularities: which will 
threaten both the efficiency and the influence of those elected by the 
people,'' said Willoch, who emphasized that Statoil's expected great surplus 
is not actually money which the company itself has earned but is a gift 
from the State. However, to the public it is presented as the result of 
the company's activity. 


Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland strongly attacked the non-socialist 
parties’ oi! policy, which she believed was characterized by strong 
internal dissention. "A possible government based on these parties could 
easily be paralyzed in the of! policy," the Prime Minister believed. 


"The oi! policy covers an industry which will represent 15 percent of the 
national product and involves the most dynamic element in our economy. 
Other West European countries follow Norwegian oi! policy with interest, 
and it would hurt Norway's interests if doubt were really created about our 
future extraction policy,"' said the Prime Minister. 
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"Statoil must therefore be secured a strong position. A license can 

under favorable conditions represent a value of a billion for a private 
company. The cash value of Statoil's half of Statfjord is estimated at 

38 billion kroner after taxes. We must have @ good reason for giving 

such values to certain private groups. The Government can therefore not 
place Hydro and Saga on an equal level with Statoil! 'n the license policy, 
said the Prime Minister, who also rejected the idea of reporting on 
Statoil's organization. It could only hurt Statoil's position externally," 
believed Prime Minister Harlem Brundtland, 


Oi) and Energy Minister Arvid Johanson maintained that the non-socialist 
parties suffered from some kind of a Statoil complex. 


") do not know any company which has been placed under such a sharp 
spotlight and been investigated with such zeal here at Lovebakken as 
precisely Statoil. If there is any company which is under control elected 
by the people it is precisely Statoil,'' believed Cabinet Minister Johanson, 


The Center Party's Parliamentary leader, Johan J. Jakobsen, touched on 
the party's goal for the extraction stage and what is meant by a "moderate 
level.'' 


"This is obviously an illustration and no 'straight-jacket'!' he specified. 
"The Center Party therefore agrees that the measures which Parliament has 
passed will bring the total ol! and gas production up to a level which 
lies higher than t e level which the party has considered to be an optimal 
level,'' he maintained, 


The Parliamentary leader of the Christian People's Party, Lars Korvald, 
said that it is no longer justifiable that Statoil! should have such a 
dominating role in Norwegian oi! policy. We referred to the fact that 
his party considered it unfortunate if Statoil should be able to reinvest 
all income from the oj! activity in itself, and this is precisely what 

is about to happen. ''The non-socialist parties are therefore now again 
issuing a warning about this,'' emphasized Korvald. 


The Parliamentary leader of the Socialist Left Party, Hanna Kvanmo, 
presented a proposal about nationalizing the oi! division in Hydro and 
Saga--a proposal which was sent to the Government without voting on the 
factual aspects. ‘All of! and gas on the Norwegian continental shelf should 
be handled by the Norwegian Government through a monopoly, which also must 
be in charge of the sales,'' believed Hanna Kvanmo, who also was against 

an expansion of the prospecting activity. 


The Parliamentary leader of the Liberal Party, Hans Hammond Rossbach, said 
that his party wanted a strong state oj! company. “Statoil! must be 
developed to become a central, strong ol! company, which should be involved 
in prospecting for oi! and gas, development and operation of fields at 
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sea and the pipeline system to shore. Saga and Hydro should not be 
given any monopoly; more private companies than these two should get 
work assignments and operating responsibility in the North Sea within 
the framework of an entrepreneurial system where these companies do 
not get the ownership right to ol! and gas,"' believed Hans Hammond 
Rossbach, 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS SWEDEN 


AGENCY ALLOTS 32 MILLION KRONOR FOR ENERGY FOREST STUDY 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 30 May 81 p 13 


[Text] Energy forest studies will receive nearly 42 million kronor in increased re- 
search appropriations over the next few years. Most of the money~--32 million kronor-- 
will go to the Swedish University of Agriculture for further cultivation of energy 
forests over a 3-year period. 


The hope is that it will be possible to come up with usabl. <nowledge for the rational 
exploitation of energy forests and to determine which tree species are suitable for 


Swedish conditions. 


It is the NE (Agency for Energy Production Research) which is distributing about 55 
million kronor for further research in the field of bioenergy and in new fuel technol- 
ogy. In addition to the 32 million for cultivating energy forests, the University of 
Agricu.:ture will get 2.5 million kronor for a year of further study to determine which 
farm crops can be suitably cultivated for energy production. 


The NE is investing 7 million kronor in the field of forest fuels. The University of 
Agriculture is to develop a number of systems for utilizing tops, branches, stumps, 
and small timber. According to estimates, there are about 28 million cubic meters of 
forest waste in our forests that should be usable as fuel--the equivalent of about 

56 terawatt-hours (billions of kilowatt-hours). 


The NE is also investing about 5 million kronor in two projects for the gasification 
of biomass and peat to produce synthesis gas. The experiments are being carried out 
at the technical colleges in Stockholm and Lund. 


Studsvik Energy Technology is getting 4.9 million kronor to investigate the behavior 
of coal during different types of combustion. The chemistry of coal constitutes the 
major portion of the project--the intention is to try to shed light on coal's organic 
and inorganic components. Studsvik has also received 2 million kronor for a number 
of experiments with hydrocarbon mixtures. 


Synthetic fuel research is getting 1.5 million kronor in the form of continued subsi- 
dies to Lund University for its research into the conversion of cellulose to ethanol. 


In the area of wind power, the NE has given the Aeronautical Research Institute in 
Bromma a 2-million-krona contract for a project aimed at developing large horizontal- 
axis wind power units. 
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REPORT: LOWERED WAGE COSTS AIDING INDUSTRY COMPETITIVENESS 
Copenhagen INFORMATION in Danish 1 Jun 81 p 12 
(Article by Henrik Heie] 


(Text] The wage costs of Danish industry per produced unit have dropped 
sharply during the last few years compared with the developments in our 
most important export market countries. Since 1975, the competitiveness 
of Danish industry, measured in terms of wage costs, has improved by 
approximately 15 percent compared with the cost developments in thirteen 
other industrial countries, weighted with the importance of the individual 
country to Danish industrial exports and converted on the basis of current 


exchange rates. 


This appears from figures from the International Monetary Fund, adapted 

by the Savings Bank SDS ard included in an article issued by the Joint 
Council of Salaried Employees (whose publication FPSLLESRADET has been hit by 
the newspaper strike). 


In Middle Range of EC Wages 


The chart shows the relative decline in industrial wage costs which has 
been particularly pronounced from the fall of 1979 in connection with the 
drop in the exchange rate of the krone. 


The article also includes a table, showing that the gross wages in Denmark 
are now somewhere in the middle range of wages ofthe EC countries, and that 
the wage inflation rate, adjusted for exchange rates, is the second lowest 
within the EC: 


Wages in EC Wages Gross Wage Inflation 
Denmark 152.9 104.7 
Belgium 142.3 111.5 
France 166.3 114.6 
Netherlands 138.9 109.6 
Ireland 183.2 112.1 
Italy 218.7 122.9 
Luxembourg 140.8 111.5 
Great Britain 164.4 99.1 
West Germany 126.9 109.8 


Source: EC Industrial Short-Term Trends No 2, 1980 

















Interest Rate Strangles Investments 


It is pointed out in the article that it is the high interest level in Denmark 
and not the wages which creates difficulties for investments in the trades and 
industries. The influence of wages on the coste has diminished in significance. 
On the other hand, interest payments today constitute an enormous burden. 
Figures recently published by the Danish Bmuployers' Confederation show that 

the wage coste of establishing 4 new place of work in industry are on the 

same level as in West Germany but below the levele of, for example, Sweden 

and the Netherlands. The interest coste in the same instance, however, are 


very high--nearly half the wage costes and only surpassed by the British 
coste in the international comparison. 


"With a continued trend during the coming years toward high investmente in 
technology and with a continued moderate wage development, thie trend will 
worsen. In other words! if the high interest level policy is carried on, 
the corte of establishing 4 new place of work in this country will become so 
large that the investment level will continue to decrease--or investors 
will, to an increasing extent, look abroad,” it saye in the article by the 
Joint Couneil of Salaried Employees. 


Need for New Interest Policy | 


The Joint Council of Salaried Employees etates that there ie ao need for a 
better industrial climate, i.e. a different interest policy, because not 
only agriculture but also private industrial investments and public invest- 
mente are being strangled by the interest rate. And it is pointed out that 
the Council of Economic Advisers has demonstrated that it is quite possible 
to replace some of the unemployment compensation by wages for sensible work 
without causing a deterioration of the balance of payments. Against thie 
background, the article points out that one might exploit the fact that the 
wages are relatively low as cost factor and start sensible new jobs in areas 
where investments expensive in terme of interest costes are not necessary, 
for example within the public sector. 





This might aleo be an idea for industry to take up, the article by the Joint 
Council of Salaried Employees concludes. 


Altered Interest Policy 


In the TV News last Sunday, Minister of Finance Svend Jakobsen stated that 
the Danish government has changed its interest policy since December, and 
that the Danish interest level is now on 4 line with the one abroad, whereas 


it used to be approximately 4 percent higher to encourage private borrowing 
abroad. 


The minister of finance hoped very much that it would be possible to continue 
thie line which constitutes part of the government's program to provide as 
favorable conditions for the trades and industries as is possible. “However, 
we are subject to pressure from abroad where interest levels are at present 
rising,” Svend Jakobsen added. 
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The consequence of the changed interest policy is that private capital 
importe have nearly stopped and have been replaced by public borrowing. 
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ECONOMIC ITALY 


MAGNIFICO ON PUBLIC SPENDING, WAGE INDEXATION 
Milan IL GIORNO in Italian 9 Jun 81 p 8 


[Interview with Giovanni Magnifico, economic adviser of the Bank of Italy, 
Gianfranco Marcelli on the exchange rate tempest; date (probably 8 June 1961 
and place not given) 


{Text} Italy can no longer pay for ofl with superdollars. What 
is to be done? 1. With the American dollar at 1,200 lire, it 
would be necessary to buy crude oil with a “basket" of all the 
leading currencies. 2. Public spending must be seriously reduced 
and wage indexation must be revised. 3. Otherwise we would have 
no solution other than a total freezing of credit. 


Rome, 9 June--Reduction of the importance of the dollar on the world 
monetary scene, requesting, as Europeans, the oil producing coun- 
tries to quote crude oil in “special drawing rights," rather than 
in Uncle Sam's currency. On the domestic scale, rapid attainment 
of a significant reduction in current public spending (under pain 
of a total freezing of credit) and a review of the mechanisms of 
indexation (the sliding wage scale at the head) that are feeding 
inflation. This, in short, is the “prescription” of Giovanni 
Magnifico, economic adviser of the Bank of Italy, in order to 
stem the "flood" that escalation of the dollar is causing in Italy 
and on the entire old continent. 


In addition to the role of adviser, Magnifico also performs another 
important duty, within the Bank of Italy. As central director for 
operational activities, he supervises all transactionson the do- 
mestic and international markets. He is, therefore, in a position, 
like few others, to explain the “unforeseen affluence" that has 
come upon the American dollar. While another week full of un- 
known factors is beginning, with the dollar that seems to be in- 
tending to remain above 1,200 lire, we asked him some questions. 


[Question] The United States is solving problems at home with a severe credit 


squeeze, but is creating many, and all of them very serious, for its European part- 
ners. How can we defend ourselves? 
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lAnewer}] In this kind of situations, technique counts up to acertain point. In the 
face of the sharp appreciation of the dollar, the dilemma is between letting the ex- 
change rate depreciate and a more reatictive credit policy than would be necessary 
from the point of view of the domestic economy. In fact, the Buropean countries are 
resorting to both remedies, The fact that this is not checking the phenomenon of 
the dollar's rise should make us reflect, for example, on the urgency for initiating 
structural adjustments, in our country and in the other European countries, starting 
with public deficits and oil deficite. 


[Question] But it takes time to do this. Do you not believe that, meanwhile, it is 
right to ask America for a correction of their domestic course, in order to meet us 
halfway? 


[Anewer}] I do not believe that much can be obtained in that connection. The cur- 
rent economic situation in the United States is still etrong. Domestic demand is 
strong, to say so in jargon, and, therefore, a restrictive monetary policy is jue- 
tified, in order not to feed inflation. The United States says: when demand de- 
clines as a result of the restrictions (and some indications in this direction are 
showing up), there will also be less tension on the credit market, interest rates 
will go down and foreign capital will no longer rush to the dollar with today's im- 
petuosity. From the point of view of the United States, interest rates are at their 
proper level at present. That is why I say that it is difficult to obtain conces~ 
sions in that direction. 


[Question] Does this mean that we must resign ourselves to seeing the dollar rise 
to the stars and to paying the price without making a move? 


|Answer) Certainly not. It means only that the countries of Europe must set alter- 
native objectives for themselves, among which, in my opinion, first place is held 
by the objective of reducing the importance of the dollar on the international mar- 
kets, an importance that is out of proportion at present with regard to the weight 
that the American economy has on the world economy. 


[Question] This is another goal to be attained. By what way is it reached? 


[Answer] We should begin, for example, by asking the oil producing countries no 
longer to quote their product in dollars, but, rather, to set the price in “special 
drawing rights" of the International Monetary Fund. The value of the “rights” re- 
flects the average trend of several currencies: in addition to the dollar, the yen, 
the pound sterling, the mark and the French franc. Thus, the effect of fluctuation 
in exchange rates on the price of oil would be less destabilizing. As far as we are 
concerned, we who have a very expensive “oil bill," the inflationary surges entailed 
by every increase in the price of oil due to an appreciation of the dollar would be 
reduced considerably. 


[Question] But does it suit OPEC to agree to this change? 


[Answer] At a time when the dollar is going strong, it may seem that it does not. 
But, in the long range, it is a different matter. The dollar can also weaken. In 
any case, the value of the dollar will still be subject to sharp fluctuations. I 
believe that it is in the common interest to use the special drawing rights, because 








they are a more stable instrument that “takes the edge” off surges in exchange rates. 
Naturally, it is a question of implementing an effective diplomatic action in the 
economic and financial field, in order to convince those countries. But I think 
that Europe has some arrowe in ite bow, if only because it is the largest trading 
partner of OPEC, 


[Question] But is it enough to sterilize the “bad moods" of the dollar in the field 
of oil, in order to stabilize the situation? 


[Anewer] Certainly not. As I said at the start, there are basic structural pro- 
blems to be solved without which we would not even be able to cope with the present 
emergency. For example, the problem of public deficits that have fed a dangerous 
decline in Europe even in traditionally very disciplined countries like Germany. 

And then there is a more general matter of trust with regard to currencies. In 
practically all of the 1970's, monetary leadership remained in Europe, owing to 

the prestige of the Schmidt-Giscard team, in contrast with Nixon's misfortunes and 
the uncertainties of Ford and still more of Carter. Now, with Reagan, the situation 
is reversed. Compared with an American administration that is showing that it knows 
what it wants, we have, in Europe, the unknown factor of Mitterrand and the increas- 
ing difficulties of the German and British governments. And where money is con- 
cerned, these things count. 


{Question) Let us talk for a moment about Italy. What can we do also to act bet- 
ter in harmony with Europe? 


[Answer] I assume that I am still speaking in a strictly personal capacity. I be- 
lieve that our number one problem is to achieve very rapidly a significant reduction 
in the deficit in current public spending. I mean significant with regard to the 
deficit forecast for 1981 in the balance of current payments, which is anticipated 
as still more serious than last year's deficit. Lacking this reduction, we would 
have no other course of action than a monetary and credit restriction without pre- 
cedents in the last 30 years. In substance, a total freezing of credit expansion. 


[Question] Other, therefore, than an increase in the discount rate, of which there 
is talk. 


{Answer} Look, we cannot tackle the problem of the discount rate, as well as the 
problem in general of interest rates, by disregarding all that is happening in Ger- 
many. The trend of rates in Germany and the mark-dollar relationship are fundamen- 
tal for also explaining the policy of Italian rates and the lira-dollar exchange 
rate. Now, the fact that Germany has been abstaining for some months from raising 
its own domestic rates to follow the United States rates is also slowing down our 
need for increasing then. 


[Question] In short, you fear a fierce credit squeeze. But we have had so many 
measures like this in the past and inflation has never been beaten. Does not the 
freeze that you mention risk meeting the same fate? 


[Anewer] Actually, this kind of measure would serve to restrain inflation with re- 
gard to the component tied to demand. On the other hand, the component tied to 
costs would remain. Therefore, I think that, in addition to a reduction in the 
current public deficit, it is just as urgent to defuse the floating rates, starting 
with the sliding wage scale. Thus, even a measure like a credit freeze would be less 
painful to the consequences tha: it entails to the economy. 
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CENTRO EUROPA POLL ON ECONOMIC PROSPECTS 
Rome L'ESPRESSO in Italian 14 Jun 81 pp 211-212 
[Article by Paola Pilati: “Italians, Weep a Little Less") 


{Text} Thies year and next year, inflation will etill be high. 
But the public deficit and the deficit in the balance of pay- 
mente will decrease. And Italian goods will sell better abroad. 
Moreover... 


Rome~-What will happen to the economy? How will it come out of the political storm 
of the last few weeks? What weight will the government vacancy have added to the 
difficulties that have been afflicting our money for some time now? The confusion 
caused in the foreign exchange structure by the sharp rise in the dollar has already, 
in fact, obliged Iraly, but also the other European countries, to reckon with the 
forecasts on which the “economy government" was proceeding. Economic growth, in- 
flation, balance of payments are, in fact, under constant fire from the new inter- 
national monetary relationships. To what extent and in what direction will they 
undergo the effects? With regard to Italy, ite vulnerability to outside influences 
was attenuated by the measures decided on by the government on the eve of its fall. 
But what effectiveness will the “cuts” in public spending, that were to be a reply, 
although a late one, to the maneuver of devaluation of our money at the end of March, 
have with a dollar almost at 1,200 (lire)? 


According to the forecasts prepared for L'ESPRESSO by the Centro Europa [Europe Cen- 
ter), headed by Giorgio Ruffolo, 1981 and 1982 will be two years of “flotation” for 
our economy. New markets will open up for our exports, which will acquire competi- 
tiveness, but restraint in public spending and the stagnation of domestic demand 
will freeze any expansion of the gross domestic product. 


Centro Buropa has provided two “simulations” (see table on next page). The first 

one allows for an exchange with the dollar equal to 1,121 lire on the average for 
1981 (but 1,174 from today to December), and 1,174 for 1982 (corresponding, therefore, 
to a devaluation, respectively, of 7.7 percent and 12.9 percent with regard to the 
quotations for 23 March). The second one combines the effects of the first one with 
the effects resulting from the measures adopted by the government on 26 May: cuts 

in public spending and a mandatory 30-percent noninterest-bearing deposit on pay- 
ments abroad. This second one is, in short, a simulation of the “real” situattion. 
Both assumptions are compared with the ones prepared by IPSE [Institute for Studies 
in Economic Planning] last March. 
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The Deficit Is Decreasing 
(variations, in percentage) 


ISPE Trend Assump- Dollar at 1,174 (c) Dollar at 1,174 
tion (b) + Phase 2 (c) 


498) 1982 4981 1982 198) =: 1982 
Gross domestic product “0.3 1.7 0.1 0.5 ~0.3 0.3 
Private consumption «1.1 0.6 0 0.3 0.6 +0.1 
Fixed gross investments 1.6 3.3 0.1 0.7 0.5 40.4 
Exports 7.0 3.9 +0.5 +2.1 +0.5 +2.3 
Imports 1.0 4.1 0.2 +1.8 0.7 +1.8 
Goods and services balance 
of balance of payments (a) «14,500 13,500 -1,100 0 +160 +1,920 
Consumer prices 20.7 15.4 0.2 0.3 0.2 +0.4 
Export prices (manufac- 
tures) 14.0 12.8 +0.6 +1.7 +0.9 +1.6 
Import prices 23.5 9.6 +1.9 -0.3 +1.9 0.3 
Current Public Adminis- 
tration balance (a) “16,500 =<17,700 -300 +270 +1,750 +2,860 


(a) Billion lire. 
(b) Forecasts prepared in March 1981. 
(c) Differences in comparison with the trend assumption. 


Let us see, first of all, what might happen without the cuts in the so-called Phase 
2 but with the dollar at. 1,174 lire from today on. The upswing in competitive- 
ness of prices of our manufactured goods (0.4 percent in 1961 and 2 percent the 
following year) would whip up our exports, which would then increase by 0.6 per- 
cent this year and definitely 2.7 percent in 1982. A slight increase in the domestic 
product (0.5 in the 2-year period) would be accompanied by a substantial stabiliza- 
tion of inflation. But, still with regard to the preceding forecasts, this picture 
would result in a upswing of domestic demand and, therefore, an increase in imports 
(40,2 and +1.8). Their high cost would give rise to a subsequent worsening of our 
balance of payments, with the effect of increasing the figure in red (about 14 tril- 
lion) by another 1.1 trillion in 1981. 


The picture changes with the Phase 2 corrective measures. The cuts, just made ef- 
fective by decree-law, in fact, taken by themselves, will cause the state to save. 
according to Centro Europa calculations, around 2.3 trillion on the 1981 balance 
(between greater revenue amounting to 630 billion and smaller expenditures amounting 
to about 1.63 trillion) and 2.6 trillion on the 1982 balance (900 billion in greater 
revenue and 1.7 trillion in smaller expenditures). 


Public deficit. The balance, still negative, of current expenditure by public ad- 
ministration wil) prove to be considerably relieved: by 1.75 trillion this year 
and 2.86 trillion next year. 


Palance of payments and competitiveness. The other traditional deficit, the deficit 
in the balance of payments, may be slightly decreased this year, by 160 billion, 

while next year it will decrease by 1.92 trillion. Im fact, competitiveness of our 
products (as shown by the table on the next page) will increase by ".5 percent this 
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year and 0.7 percent in 1962 with regard to competing countries. And the amount of 
Italian products on the world market will increase, in addition to the forecasts 
made by ISPE, by 0.7 and 1.1 percent. 


Competitiveness Is Increasing 
(variations, in percentage) 


ISPE Trend Aseump- Dollar at 1,174 


tion + Phase 2 (a) 
198) 1982 = 198) = 1982 
World exports of manufactured 
goods (W) ([eic) 8.1 4.1 0.7 +3.0 
World exporte of manufactured 
goods (W) [sic] 2.0 5.0 0 0 
Amount of manufactured goods (1/W) 6.0 -0.9 “0.7 +1.1 
Prices of manufactured goods, Italy (Pi) 2.5 12.8 ~6.4 ~3.5 
Prices of manufactured goods, world (Pw) 0.1 7.4 5.9 ~2.8 
Ratio of manufactured goods prices (Pi/Pw) -2.6 5.0 +0.5 +0.7 
Gross margins exporting enterprises, Italy -1.8 =5.2 0.2 +1.9 


(a) Differences with regard to trend assumption. | 


Finally, in comparison with the "trend assumption,” our exports will still increase 
0.5 in 1981, while imports will decrease 0.7 percent. The same trend for 1982. Next 
year, in fact, exports will also increase more rapidly than imports. Exports will 
increase 2.3 percent and imports only 1.8. 


Inflation. It will be kept within the limits of the forecasts,ithat is to say around 
21 percent this year and 16 percent in 1982. The variations forecast by the Centro 
Europa report, in fact, are modest: 0.2 and 0.4 percent more. The trend forecast 
for import prices, then, is, respectively, 1.9 more for 1981 and 0.3 less for 1982, 
while the prices of exported manufactured goods will increase, respectively, 0.9 

and 1.6. 


Consumption. Private consumption will not give any concern to the future government. 
It will undergo a subsequent contraction, with regard to the forecasts, of 0.6 per- 
cent in 1981, and then increase imperceptibly by 0.1 percent the following year. 





Investments. This is the distressing point in the economic policy, which does not 
offer much room for productive investments. Already scarce in the initial fore- 
casts, investments, in the next 2 years, will remain more or less stable: down 0.5 
this year, then recovering in 1982, but only by 0.4 percent. 


Gross domestic product. In the assumption prepared in March, the gross domestic 
product should decrease this year by 0.3, and then increase, in 1982, by 1.7 percent. 
With the addition of the Phase 2 measures, the gross product will remain substantially 
unchanged. The 0.3 percent less this year will be “neutralized” by the 0.3 more 

in 1982. 
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ECONOMIC SWEDEN 


GOVERNMENT REDUCES JOBS PROGRAM IN ECONOMY MOVE 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 26 May 81 p 31 
[Article by Brita-Lena Ekstrom) 


[Text] Despite the threat of growing unemployment this winter, the AMS [Labor Market 
Board) is being forced to make drastic cutbacks. There simply is not enough money. 
The number of people employed on relief work projects is even expected to decline. 


Gunnar Andersson, deputy director of the AMS and its second highest official, says: 
“We can already see that the apprcopriations--for relief work projects, for example-- 
will not carry us through. During this season we have had 32,000 people employed on 
relief work projects. This winter we will probably wind up with 10 percent less than 
that.” 


There are several reasons why the AMS expects the level of aspirations to be lower. 

In the first place, the AMS received only one-fourth of the additional 2 billion for 
relief work that it requested from the government a few weeks ago. In the second 
place, costs are rising, and in the third place, cutbacks in public sector services 
mean that there will have to be a greater emphasis on the building industry, road con- 
struction, road and water facilities, and so on, and all of those are among the more 
expensive relief work projects. 


Subsidy Frozen 


Gunnar Andersson says: “On the other hand, we expect to increase the employment in 
labor market training and should top out with 50,000 in various courses next winter. 


"Thousands of persons threatened with layoff are also in danger of being unemployed 
instead of staying on in the training program, since the government has turned down 
our request for a higher subsidy to the firms--20 kronor per hour is not enough to 
hold out as a carrot." 


The AMS expects unemployment to rise to between 150,000 and 160,000 people next win- 
ter. That is somewhat fewer than forecasts have been indicating so far. At the 
moment, 10,000 people have received notice of reduced working hours, but termination 
notices are also starting to become more common. The AMS expects terminations to in- 
crease after the vacation period, since cash compensation for reduced working hours 
is coming to an end, and the firms are therefore facing the problem of paying layoff 
benefits. 








AMS Wants Stock Production Subsidies 


Gunnar Andersson says that some form of atock production subsidy ought to be intro- 
duced when the upturn arrives next year, this as a way of counteracting layoffs and 
terminations. 


"Some sort of temporary subsidy or loan as a rent guarantee to get housing construc- 
tion started is also on our want list. We can never hope to compensate for the drop 
in housing construction with our relief work projects. 


"The unemployed handicapped and young people will be worst off this fall. For us, it 
remains to make the employment service more efficient and to encourage people to re- 
locate. At least 1,000 more employment office clerks would be needed. Being without 
work stunts a person. In Denmark, for example, it turns out that people who have 
lived on welfare for 4 or 5 years find it hard to go back to work when a job finally 
turns up.” 


11798 
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POLITICAL DENMARK 





PAPER COMMENTS ON J@RGENSEN'S SPEBCH CLOSING FOLKETING 
Copenhagen INFORMATION in Danish 4 Jun 81 p 1 
(Editorial by “anni") 


(Text) When, during the closing debate in the Folketing yesterday, Prime 
Minister Anker Jorgensen wanted to illustrate the dilemma of a Soci: ' 
Democrat, he used the words by the author Erik Knudsen: To complete «to 
limit, to coop up soaring ideas, the prime minister said. He got his 
inspiration from Steen Folke of the Left-Socialist Party who read Erik 
Knudsen's poem--printed in INFORMATION on 29 January 198l]--entitled 

"The Snow is white, but black--or Fragments by a worried Social Democrat." 
In this way, Steen Folke wanted to show that the government does not work 
actively for disarmament because a Social Democrat thinks and acts in 
accordance with the device: om the one hand and on the other. Anker 
Jergensen's use of the words by Erik Knudsen gave the prime minister 
occasion to conclude that "the Social Democratic Party is the strongest 
guarantee that all the sectarian movements to the extreme left and the 
extreme right may be allowed to move as freely as they do." For that 
reason, the prime minister could also round off his literary speech with 
the following remark to Steen Folke: "Just go on flying." 


Whether with these words the prime minister indicates that the government 
needs more soaring inspiration remains uncertain. At any rate, it was the 
policy of politicians whose wings had been clipped which marked the 
speeches by both the prime minister and the spokesman for the Social 
Democratic Party, Mogens Camre, when the Folketing was taking stock of 
what the past Folketing year had brought in the domestic policy area as 
well as in the foreign policy area. 


The government says that the most important victory during the past 

sessional year of the Folketing was the agreement entered into with A. P. 
Meller and, moreover, states that it is pleased that the collective agree- 
ments were concluded within the framework of the economic policy of the 
government. Beyond the agreements which form part of the pact of 20 May 1981 











in the areas of housing and taxation, one needs a magnifying glass in 
looking for the ‘continued activities of reform’ which the government talks 
so much about. Of course, profit-sharing is still being mentioned, but 
the government now stresses, on its own initiative, that there is no 
majority for this high-priority reform. 


The prime minister's many references to the facts that the water in our 
lakes and streams has become cleaner and that we have now got 12,000 
kilometers of bicycle paths in Denmark--with all deference to cyclists 
and pollution control efforts--underline that the political willingness 
of the Social Democratic Party for more fundamental ‘social reforms may 
be confined to a limited area. 


The policy pursued by politicians with clipped wings is also the most 

striking when it comes to our biggest social problem--a rate of unemploy- 

ment which now approaches 300,000. The government merely states that 

"the results of the economic policy have ‘given somewhat greater possibilities 

of putting increased emphasis on the employment issue." Gone are all the 

regrets that the government's highly advertised employment plan is now 

more or less in ruins. The job offer arrangement is to apply only to 

young people under the age of 25, and the government did not succeed in | 
getting its job creation proposal through the Folketing during this past 

session. 





In view of the economic situation with a constantly increasing rate of un- 
employment, a declining industrial production and a rapidly growing foreign 
debt, the large non-socialist parties have an easy job of it. However, the 
conduct on the part of the Liberal Party and the Conservative Party during 
the closing debate showed most clearly that it is not from these quarters 
that the government will get its soaring inspiration. The programs of the 
non-socialist parties still include drastie cuts in the public sector in 

the hope that the resources may be channeled into the so-called balance of 
payments trades and industries, making increasing unemployment and decreasing 
production a thing of the past. 


Considering the comprehensive cuts already carried through by the government 
in the public seotor during the past few years, it is not surprising that the 
prime minister, of his own, stresses that the government definitely takes 
exception to the monetary policy pursued in Great Britain, involving big 
cuts in the public sector and resulting in an enormously high rate of 
unemployment. 


When it comes to savings in the public sector in the future, the government 
apparently attempts to think along soaring and untraditional lines. Judging 
from Mogens Camre's speech on behalf of the Social Democratic Folketing group, 
all the talk by Minister of Social Affairs Ritt Bjerregaard about the spread- 
ing tyranny by institutions has not been in vain. 


Mogens Camre said in his speech: "During the coming years, public subsidies 
will in all areas have to be evaluated from the point of view of needs. We 
must eValuate whether the structure of the social sector fulfills its purposes, 
and whether we perhaps ought to institutionalize to a lesser degree. In our 
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Opinion, the society is obligated to create as good and equal possibilities 
of development as is possible for all people, but it may never deprive 

the individual human being of his responsibility to avail himself of these 
possibilities, and we must bear in mind that the increasingly expanded 
public administration and government system may involve a tendency toward 
tutelage and guardianship." 


They are new and dangerous notes when this attack on the institutionalized 
society is launched in a narrow context with new extensive public savings. 


The Social Democratic Party may, no doubt, fish in troubled waters among 
the population when it starts attacking the guardianship society developed 
by the party itself during the boom period. 


In order for the struggle against the institutionalized society not to have 
enormous repercussions in the women's policy area, the left wing will have 
to admit where the defense of the institutions ceases. Without thus de- 
fining how (he daily life may be organized in a way involving less guardian- 
ship for men, women, children, and old people, the chances of clipping the 
Social Democratic savings wings are more limited. The alternatives of 
everyday life must be attractive for more people to feel that there is 
something worth flying for. 
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POLITICAL DENMARK 


OLESEN MOST POPULAR MINISTER--Foreign Minister Kjeld Olesen was rated the 
moet popular minister in 4 poll taken by Observa for JYLLANDS POSTEN 

which was published last Sunday. A total of 1,551 people rated each of 

the ministers on the basis of their accomplishments. Subsequently, 

Obeerva placed the ministers on a list aceording to their ratings, which,, 
after Kjeld Olesen, mentions as the most popular ministers in the following 
order! Minister of the Interior Henning Rasmussen, Prime Minister Anker 
Jergensen, Minister of Industry Erling Jensen and Minister of Justice Ole 
Eepersen. Least popular among the population is Minister of Social Affaire 
Ritt Bjerregaard, closely followed by Minister of Energy Poul Nielson. 

Then there is some distance to Minister of Fisheries Karl Hjortnes, Minister 
of Transport Jens Risgeard Knudsen, Minister of Education Dorte Bennedsen 
and Minister of Labor Svend Auken. The average rating given the entire 
government hae increased somewhat since JYLLANDS POSTEN launched ite annual 
popularity poll 4 years ago. Last year Henning Rasmussen was rated the most 


popular minister. [Text] (Copenhagen INFORMATION in Danish 1 Jun 81 p 5) 
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POLITICAL FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


WEHNER'S SPD LREADBRSHIP IN QUESTION OVER BUDGET, ARMS 
Hamburg DER SPIBGEL in German 15 Jun 81 pp 21-22 


firticle: "Beginning of the Bnd*7 


SPD chief Brandt is hard to avert 
a debate about fraction chief rt Wehner's 
personal qualifications. 


The meeting of the SPD presidium had been called to decide on who 
vous succeed Hans-Ulrich Klose, who had Sins ete as ly 
—— SS the fringes of the meet 
e: SPD chairman Willy nat ani’ feast fraction 
me Herbert Wehner concluded a temporary mutual assistance agree- 
ment. 


Since Brandt resigned the chancellorship 7 pease ago, dealings be- 
rooge BALE geoosy been marked by icy intransigence; but 
last Wedne agreed’ jointly to to avert an open conflict 
between leftw twingers in SPD fraction. 


Under no circumstances, the two ree 9grseSs should the specta- 
= special meet of the fraction for this week by the 
twingere led by Egon Pranke be permitted to take place. Any 
fo owup debate to the turbulent Bundes discussions on moderni- 
sation and the defense t wets as deputy Harald B. Schae- 

fer put it, inevitably 1 toa * bloodbath.” 


During the night session of 5 June it had almost come to blows 
among SPD members when Bundestag president Annemarie Renger ruled 
newly elected Preimut Duve out of order after just 5 minutes as 
he tried to argue his dissident views and those of deputies Rudolf 
Schoefberger and Manfred Coppik on the defense budget. 


But the Brandt-Wehner agreement goes beyond this. If the parliamen- 
tariane were given an opportunity to discuss these events, they 
would inevita y discuss the leadership ities of the 14 year-old 
fraction chief Wehner as well. But this is something the two want 
















to prevent, if at all possible. 





mer are convinced that a debate on Wehner would set free incalcu- 
lable emotions within the party which has already been shaken by 
the orises in Berlin, Hamburg and Hesse as well as by the HATO 
modernisation issue and which faces a to debate on the 1982 

t. A controversy revolving around Wehner would destroy the 
fiction of solidarity among the big three --Brandt, Wehner and 
chancellor Schmidt-- once and for all. 


A week ago last Wednesday, as the defense budget vote totale were 
being counted, it was the fraction chief who passed the buck for 
his own mismanagement on to Brandt a pe Gy hia: "This ie the 
beginn of the end. This is some for party and not for 
the fraction to deal with." 


But at the presidium te not a word was said about the inci- 
dent by Brandt and Wehner. Self-preservation and the fear of losing 
power won out-- instead of revenge there was peace. 


"Whatever took place," Brandt said after the poo meeting, 
"I am not one to join a get-Wehner movement. Hew it is for the 
fraction to work thinge out sensibly." 


This attempt to save the day is deemed necessary by Brandt, i- 
cularly in view of the fact that there have been increasing ica- 
tione of a major flap ever since the budget debate. 


Prior to that debate syetes Se last week of May, Brandt himself 
let the discord out into the open. mes we ZDF to film and 
record the poenseneedy conversation he customari y holds with the 
chancellor his effice prior to a presidum meeting. 


Millions were witness to Brandt's reporting to the chancellor on 

the just concluded fraction meeting on the modernisation issue and 
to his criticiem of the way it was run. "That was a confusing vote," 
he eaid. "I would have handled that differently." 


By their gestures and by the glances they exchanged, Brandt and 
Schmidt made clear their mutual resignation: the fraction chief is 
no longer able to keep his troops in line. 


Pollowing the Bundestag aes hearings, Egon Pranke's agitators 
asked to be heard. In a letter bearing 102 signatures, y accu- 
eed Wehner of having permitted his liamentarians to present 
"the image of a split SPD fraction the public” dur the debate 
on the defense padget. This complaint should be aired, the right- 
wingers said, at a special session of the fraction. 
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In @ memorandum addressed to all SPD deputies that same day, Bundes- 
re vice president Annemarie Renger complained that the responsibi- 
lity for problems is being shifted "to pens and the president 
© tem instead of being solved within the SPD Bundestag fraction." 
@ raised the specter of a split which is more to be feared by an 
SPD fraction chief than any other: Is there a chance of a "fraction 
within a fraction developing under ite own leadership ?* 


in DIE ZEIT, 
without in 








Putative Klose successor Kiaus vor Dohnanyi, ep 
called for something the deputies nave lors had to do 
view of Wehner's heavy-handed scoseuente which brooke no opposition 
within the ranks: "Flexibility up to including plenary debate." 
Otherwise, the government is in r. "Any attempt to feign a 
unity of outlook which neither existe nor ought to exist up to the 
time a plenary debate takes place ultimately jeopardises unity in 
reaching decisions," von Dohnanyi wrote. 


leftwing Bundestag de  { Hugo Brandt from Rhineland-Palatinate, 

whose views are acceptable to the right as well because of his ex- 
rtise in domestic affaira, still thought early last week that a 
iscussion on procedural matters would not << clear things up 

at thie time. t a debate on fraction leadership can no longer be 

avoided, "If the whole thing is to make any sense at all," he says, 

"there will have to be @ leadership and management critique." 


The stormy course taken by the defense debate has indeed shown that 
mistakes and omissions on the of the fraction cannot be smoo- 
thed over in the plenum by rigid commands, 


Anyone wio, like Herbert Wehner, allows the rightwingers to squelch 
discussion of the politically delicate motion 24 deputies to cut 
the defense budget in favor of ry =~ aid should not be ri- 
sed by the leftwingers' reaction to it. Deputies hold far lef 
views, like Manfred Coppik, base their right to be h in the 
Bundestag without permission of the fraction leadership on bitter 
experiences such as this one which took place on 3 June, 















Acting president Annemarie Renger added fuel to the fiawes instead 
of dousing them when she came up with a narrow-minded, petty inter- 
pretation of the rules. "Even in the days of the Kaiser," Willy 
Brandt remarked bitterly, "Karl Liebknecht was granted freedom of 
expression. 


On that night, the fraction chief, a one-time martinet, had to ad- 
mit that he no longer commands the authority to lead the team. Ho 
matter how loud he yelled, it was to no avail. Wehner's interjec- 
tion of "chaos!" merely served to underscore his own helplessness. 


Nonethelese, the SPD fraction will try in this week to solve its 
leadership problem in the same old way. e agenda of the regularly 

















scheduled meeting of the fraction thie week includes an item added 
on short notice and postponed several times due to urgent business: 
a discussion on new procedures. 





So as not to let any doubt arise of what direction the discussions 
are to take, the fraction managers decided late last week to have 
fraction chief Herbert Wehner present a “draft resolution" at the 
start of the meeting. The old meaningless rules are to be freshened 
up with the help of some new language. Accord to the text, mino- 
rity opiniense are of importance-- but no sore that; and depar- 
“re te party discipline is permissible-- but only on questions 
of conscience. 


The paper does not make referer se to important blems such as the 
introduction of vot by mame at fraction meetings or the obliga- 
tion on the part of fraction to release statements made by 
dissidents to the press. 


In the long run, the SPD leadership will be un»ble to vent debate 
on a new fraction chief. In fact, all the members of the fraction 
esidium are up for election in December. There are many in the 
PD who hope that Wehner will voluntarily have made way for a 

successor then, 


~ 2 Social Democrats believe that Willy Brandt is the only pase 
at thie time who could gently persuade Wehner to retire ously 
"One does not simply diemies a man like Wehner," Brandt feels. 


But, with an = to the December eidium elections, he adds: "Ho 
one can tell whether Wehner himself wants to continue." 
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POLITICAL FINLAND 


SDP CONGRESS' DEFENSE PLANK ENDS TRADITIONAL CONSENSUS 
Helsinki HUFPVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 9 Jun 61 p 2 
[Editorial by Jan=-Magnus Jansson) 


[Text] Jan-Magnus Jansson writes that there are varying interpre- 
tations of Sunday's decision by the Social Democrats [SDP] on the 
defense issue. In the opinion of party chairman Sorsa, it means 
that defense appropriations cannot rise faster than the GNP, while 
the text as adopted clearly talks about zero growth. But under 
any circumstances, the decision means that the long period of con- 
sensus ccncerning defense goals has now been broken. 


The Social Democratic Party Congress included a last-minute decision which may have 
disastrous consequences if things go against us. Included in the party's new defense 
plank--which, incidentally, contains much that can be supported--is a sentence saying 
that “defense expenditures shall be ordered in such a way that they do not rise in 
real terms from their present level.” The plank was adopted at a point in the con- 
gress when the delegates were obviously apathetic after being together continuously 
for 5 days. There is scarcely any other explanation for its being adopted unanimously 
and without discussion. 





Evidence of how confused the situation must have been can be seen in the fact that 
Kalevi Sorsa, the party chairman, was ready to supply an “interpretation” of the de- 
cision which is clearly contrary to the plank's wording as adopted. In Sorsa's view, 
the party had decided that the rise in defense expenditures should not exceed the 
annual growth of the GNP. According to recent forecasts covering the next few years, 
that means from 3 to 3.5 percent--a figure fairly close to that expressed by the PFK 
(Parliamentary Defense Committee), which has played about with a real increase of 3.8 
percent annually in defense expenditures. But the party's decision clearly says that 
no real growth can occur--in other words, the defense budget can reflect additional 
inflation but nothing beyond that. 


Even if the party leadership's “interpretation” is accepted, however, the defense bud- 
get cannot literally fluctuate to keep pace with the GNP growth rate. The latter can 
sometimes go as high as 5 to 7 percent, as it did in 1979-1980--and thus exceed the 
military's wildest dreams--and sometimes it can drop to zero or show minus growth. 
Naturally, one cannot plan defense under those conditions, since for one thing, de- 
fense planning is based on long-term procurement authority that continues from 1 year 
to the next. If the SDP chairman really meant anything and was not merely trying to 








evade reporters’ questions in a graceful manner, he must have meant that the defense 
budget must be based on some form of estimated average of the probable growth in the 
GNP, 


But a8 we said, sero growth is what the congress actually voted for, It is hard to 
take such @ pronouncement from the country's largest party really seriously. If we 
are going to have any defense force at all-eand according to the party platform, we 
are~ then it must be developed and maintained, Considering that in certain respects 
the equipment is already alarmingly out of date and that the price of weapons systems 
is rising faster than the inflation rate, sero growth means that the modest so-called 
lS-year plan for developing our defense force will come to a standstill, and the gaps 
in the equipment will remain, 





Erkki Liikanen, the newly elected party secretary, said that the era of “windbag radi-~- 
caliem" within the SDP is over. Perhaps it is more likely that it is merely operat- 
ing in a different sphere now. While the party leadership kept careful watch to see 
that the plank on economic policy was passed “to the letter,” it was apparently felt 
that the security policy=<the most serious of all--is a sandbox where things can be 
spattered around anywhere. 


The party congress also gave the SDP's representatives on the defense committee a 
solid vote of no confidence. The parliamentary representatives on that committee, 
headed by the veteran Reino Breilin, fought for a compromise policy, but they clearly 
had only lukewarm support from the party leadership. To meet them halfway, the non- 
socialist parties had gradually reduced the annual level of growth from the 5 percent 
wanted by the defense forces to 3.8 percent, which lay within the SDP's permissible 
limits. Agreement with the Social Democrats also served up the somewhat comical com- 
promise on “half an air wing” to be stationed in Birkala. 


If we say that the decision may becom disastrous, it is not because we mean to make 
things look worse than they are. Like the Social Democrats, and borrowing from Vaino 
Tanner's famous statement before the outbreak of World War II, we hope that no one 
can be crazy enough to unleash war. There is more reason for such a hope now than 
there was then. The idea that a decision to allow no growth in defense expenditures 
might be tested on our conscripts in combat against an opponent with modern equipment 
is one that cannot be followed through to its logical conclusion. 


The decision's unfortunate consequences lie elsewhere. In both PFK 1 and PFK 2--and 
in fact long before then--there was widespread consensus across party lines on the 
subject of defense as a component of our security policy. In PFK 3, it was clear 
from the start that antagonisms were going to intensify. The SDP's ideologists have 
now spoiled that consensus and again revived the opposition between those favoring 
national defense and those opposing it, at least as far as appropriations--which are 
in fact the most important point--are concerned. 


Extremely Little news from Finland reaches the world press. And almost all that does 
concerns security policy. The Social Democratic line on defense policy will no doubt 
cross the news threshold and become a matter of interest in both the East and the West. 


Following the congress in Pori, the 15-year plan for defense development as recom- 
mended by PFK 3 will not be on very secure ground if the SDP's negativism combines 
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with the general aversion to higher appropriations that the Ministry of Finance is 

echerishing for entirely different reasons. At the same time, there is a reasonable 
amount of agreement at all political levels that the needs of the armed forces must 
be met “somehow.” It is now 4 matter of putting the pieces together as well as pos- 
sible. In particular, the nonsocialist parties ought to confer among themselves to 


decide what position they are going to take. Because somebody will have to take the 
responsibility, even if they ao not all want to share it. 
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POLITICAL FINLAND 


INCREASING BACKING OF MARKET BCONOMY BY FINNS TROUBLES CP 
Helsinki UUSI SUQM in Finnish 50 May 81 p 2 
[Commentary by Max Jakobson: “We Have It Good" ] 


Text] "“Finne live better now and more have cars and vacation homes than before, 
ey are better educated in terms of their individualistic way of thinking and 
their interests, more independent in their viewpoints," 


Finns' confidence in their own system and faith in their own country's potential 
has recently been continually strengthened, The results of the Finnish Gallup 
opinion poll made over a period of 4 years, which was commissioned by the Board of 
Trade and Industry, demonstrate the fact, 


When in April 1977 Pinne were asked how they felt about adaptation of a market 
economy system to Finnish conditions, altogether 63 percent of them replied that 
such an adaptation would work out particularly or fairly well, Twenty-six percent 
of those who replied at that time gave a negative response: rather or very poorly, 
The proportion of market economy supporters had risen to 86 percent in April of 
this year and that of those who viewed it negatively had dropped to 8 percent, 


To the question: “In which country do you suppose people in your circumstances 
would enjoy the best standard of living," in 1977 only less than half, or 47 per 
cent, replied that they felt Finland would be the best country and 25’ percent that 
Sweden would, Now as many as 61 percent of them rate Finland at the top and sup- 
port for Sweden has dropped to 14 percent, 


"The Board of Trade and Industry is aleo quite satisfied with the direction the 
seen Oe ee 8 ee ee eS oes ee 
in a broad review of the situation he gave at the SKP Finnish Commmnist Party } 
party congress last Saturday, He was very dissatisfied with his own party, Ile 
complained that the Commnists' "natural base of operations has been disintegrating 
for a long time now": 





"The modern worker lives in the suburbs,.., In his free time he more and more 
withdraws into the society of his family, into the privacy of his home,,,, He 
follows what is going on in the world almost solely through the mass media,,,. 
Differences between the social classes are buried under a way of life that is be- 
coming more middle-class,,.," 
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In other words, Finns now live better than before, more of them than before have 
care and vacation homes, they are better educated, more individualistic in terms 
of their way of thinking and interests and more independent in their viewpoints, 
They follow what ise going on in the world, see the contradictions between the ry 
and practice, words and deeds, and are capable of drawing their own conolusions 
on them, They can no longer be led about and manipulated as they once were, 


The result is a weakening of Communist support here as well as in other Western 
market economy countries, The recent SKP party congress hardly found waye of turn- 
ing the declining trend, The party's internal division does not stem purely from 
personal disputes; it is a reflection of the problem the Commnists have been con- 
fronted with in an affluent society: 
ideo- 
the 


On the one hand, Saarinen-style reformiam threatens to water down the party's 
logical identity and turn it into a sidekick of the Social Democrats and, on 
other, the "Stalinist" orthodoxy is leading to political isolation and a drying up 


of parliamentary support, 


When the SKDL's [Finnish People's Demooratic League] share of the vote drops below 
15 percent, our electoral system worke against it: Bvery seat in Parliament costes 
more votes than it did before, Thus a descending spiral is created under the in- 
fluence of which Commnist support in Finland begins to drop to the level found 

in Scandinavia, This means a structural change in our political life, 
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POLITICAL FINLAND 


RETIRING APN BUREAU CHIEF DISCUSSES USSR-FINLAND PRESS TIES 
Helsinki UUSI SUOMI in Finnish 51 May 81 p 19 


Article by Tuomas Keskinen: “Retiring Vasili Zaitshikov Discusses News Media 
blems: ‘I Don't Know What I Would Do in UUSI SUOMI's Place'") 


[Text] "As a newspaperman, life has just dragged me along," 
Life has really dragged Vasili Zaitehikov, a spirited defender of Russia and the 


Soviet Union, along, For 10 years he has headed the APN [Novosti Press Agency] 
office in Helsinki, He has become known as an active speaker and writer, 








Zaitshikov began his working life building railroad bridges, At the same time he 
wrote for newspapers and attended youth publication editorial soviets, 





He has also had a long career in party organizations in Moscow, Leningrad and 
Kirgiz, 


He was recruited for his chief occupation, newspaperman, in 1961, "Since then, 
I've been building bridges in the intellectual world," he said, 


Now Vasili Zaitshikov is about to go into retirement and leave his office on 
Lonnrotinkatu in Helsinki and his Pohjoisranta apartment, He is leaving for the 
Soviet Union to spend his retirement years there, 


This interview was bureau chief Vasili Zaitshikov's swan song, This is the plain 
language of a man who has seen and experienced a great deal, It contains oriticiem 
directed against us but also against the Soviet press, 


Especially for UUSI SUOMI, Zaitshikov said: “We need one another and ideological 
differences are no obstacle, We are not looking for trouble; that would be an 
easy matter," 


Vasili Zaitshikov has watched Finland change: "From the windows of my apartment 
I have seen how the tall lerihaka buildings were put up to replace the small bar 
racks that were there, This is symbolic, Suburbs and surrounding areas of 
Helsinki have been built up in the same way, Looking at all this, I was envious 
of the fact that the Finns certainly know how to build with style," 








éaiteahikov has seen how press installations have been modernized everywhere; he 
hae seen Finlandia House, the oradle of the CSCE resolution, He has watched the 
growth of Pinland's international importance and prestige, He is happy over this, 


"From a dirty word Finlandization has become something to boast about, Your guest, 
Henry Kissinger, also praised that word, He is a wise man, He knew that it is 
pointless to try to tell the Pinns that Pinlandization means something bad, He 
certainly knows what Soviet-Finnish cooperation brings to Finland, But Kissinger 
added once again that Pinlandization works only for Finland and warned other coun- 
tries against the like, 


"I regard efforts in this direction as diminishing the significance of our coope- 
ration, But we hope that other countries too will make use of this experience to 
promote detente," Zaitshikov went on, 


Of course, he referred to and praised the economic cooperation that exists between 
our two countries, the long-range program, the Loviisa power plants, This outside 
but long-range observer further reminded us of Finland's developments 


"My wife says that prices have recently risen considerably, Well, that's true, 
But it is precisely items my wife buys that are most affected," 


"Provocative Lie" 


Then Vasili Zaitshikov tackled issues pertaining to the news media in his own field, 
Much that has happened is positive, mch that is positive in terms of all the news-— 
papers, Cooperation has increased, risen to a new level, 


But, but, Sveryone has his side of the story and everyone has an opinion, 
Zaitshikov too, "I want to honestly reply that it keeps me busy," Zaitshikov began 
and picked up the UUSI SUOMI Kissinger issue, 


"T understand that he was a guest of the newspaper and that imposed responsibilities, 
Then the sensationalism, the publicity, I understand all that, But it doesn't 
change the heart of the matter, 


"Exaggerated pacifism poses a danger to Burope; it has been fired on us in capital 
letters," Zaitshikov noted, 


"Now the danger exists that 572 ballistic missiles will be coming to Burope, In 
this interview it has been emphasized that they are coming, What does this mean? 
It means that the Soviet Union will respond in the same way and start a new spiral- 
ing of the arms race, In other ways too, this is absolute madness," 


Leonid Laakso, the interpreter at the interview, read another excerpt from 
Kissinger: "Struggling with their big domestic problems, Soviet leaders may suc- 
cumb to the temptation of breaking the vicious cycle of their concerns by resort- 
ing to arms," 


"That is a provocative lie," Zaitshikov began, .° ecalled how a few years ago 

the CIA predicted that Soviet oil production woul« ecline and that the USSR would 
therefore try to increase its influence in the Near East, The United States quickly 
organized security troops to react [to the threat], 
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"Then word was received that all this had been fabricated on the basis of false 
information, It was proven that oil production had not declined at all in the 
Soviet Union," 


Kissinger said that detente is called for in these times and that coexistence is 
indispensable, He said that the United Staves had certainly toned down its acti- 
vities but that the Soviet Union had not done so to the extent required, Bureau 
chief Zaitshikov did not like this statement either, 


"This happened openly, How they tried to insult us before the party congress, 
But we swallowed that too; we did not blow our tops, We presented our own peace 
proposals, We said: If our proposals are not agreeable to you, we are ready to 
discuss all your proposals as well, 


"In response there were no proposals, merely a rejection of all of ours," 


Zaitshikov stresses the fact that there ought to be discussion, for without that 
no progress can be made, That is why, in his opinion, the Scandinavian countries 
are right in trying to "force" the United States to engage in negotiations, as 
Kissinger put it, 


Zaitshikov does not understand either why they are demanding that the Kola Penin- 
sula be turned into a Nordic zone free of nuclear weapons: "I don't know exactly 
what kind of weapons are to be found there, some kind certainly, But of what 
benefit would it be to the Nordic countries if the Soviet Union were to move its 
missiles 50 km to the east? In terms of time that would mean maybe 3 seconds, 

But the Kola Peninsula plays a particularly important role in the strategic balance 
of forces between the United States and the Soviet Union," Zaitshikov explained, 





Nor is Zaitshikov satisfied with Kissinger's statement on the Near East, He con— 
siders the present crisis to be a more extensive one than just between Syria and 
Israel, Special negotiations would be nscessary, but the United States has re- 
jected the idea, 


"Elegantly, Nicely and Arrogantly" 


“Of course, I am concerned when a great and prestigious newspaper so widely and 
in such concentrated fashion presents such a mass of items that refute all our 
proposals aimed at peace, Certainly this is cause for concern," Zaitshikov gave 
vent to his feelings, 


But would it not be worth while listening to what former Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger has to say? 


"I expected such a reaction; it's natural, I understand, but I want to draw atten- 
tion to the fact, as to how elegantly, nicely and arrogantly all this has been 
presented, What sort of impression does this make on the reader, even though be— 
hind it all is what he says," bureau chief Zaitshikov asked, 


Then he began to ponder the matter from another point of view: "I don't know what 
I would do in UUSI SUOMI's place, But I would consider the consequences such a big 
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news offensive might have, I would consider the matter from the viewpoint of our 
mtual relations," 


Let us get back to the position the press occupies in Finland, its significance, 
Is it @ power *» tor? 


"It is a particularly influential force, It shapes public opinion and also influ- 
ences political power, In the field of journalism the concept of: the more power 
ful the weapon we have, the more cautiously we have to use it, is appropriate," 
Zaitshikov said, 


With regard to Finnish press debates, he said: 


"They are intense and lively discussions that powerfully affect the country's in- 
ternal evolution and foreign policy issues, The nature of these discussions has 
really changed, They have become more significant in terms of content, are no 


longer petty, 


"Discussions over cooperation between our two countries are becoming noticeably more 
productive, Gibes directed against our relations have become rare, We now realize 
that they produce nothing but a bad taste in the mouth," 


Speaking for himself, Vasili Zaitshikov frankly asserted: 


"I leave here content in the belief that I hav. not damaged relations between our 
two countries with a single word that has left this agency for Finnish or Soviet 

newspapers, I say this loudly and cleariy," he noted, and hoped that those whose 
opinions on this differ would contact hin, 


The Finnish and Soviet presses differ from one another greatly both in terms of 
content and because of the way the subject matter is handled and, of course, on 
the basis of proprietary relationships, There are really many differences, 
Zaitshikov noted that items dealing with scandals and people's private affairs are 
not found in their newspapers, 


"We try to avoid sensationalism, shrill sensationalism, But this too can be ex- 
aggerated and even create the opposite effect, From time to time we distribute 
news items in such an overly dry fashion that we worry about it, In connection 
with this, we are learning more from Finnish newspapermen, So there certainly is 
something for us to learn here," Zaitshikov said, 


he enumerated our newspapers’ pluses: speed, operational readiness, clear analysis 
of the subject matter and an expository style that readers understand, He also 
noted the sheer volume of the subject matters 


"There should be no clumsy thick editions such as we have," Zaitshikov said, 


In Zaitshikov's opinion, Pinnish-Soviet economic cooperation is particularly well 
described in the Mnnish press, The right aspects of it are ewphasized and an 
attempt is made to present a true picture of the partners to the agreement, Other 
areas, such as, for example, cultural cooperation, are more inadequately and less 
often described, 
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Verbal lattles 


"Unfortunately, anti-Soviet items are still to be found, There are outories to 
the effect that we may be reapportioning the Soviet Union, that Estonia ought to 
be liberated from Moscow's control, There are people who have too mich acid, A 
pity that they are granted space, Their aim is probably to provoke responses and 
verbal battles, This we expect, But these are merely isolated instances," bureau 
ohief Vasili Zaitehikov openly expressed his thoughts, 


in }is opinion, Pinland is partioularly well understood in the Soviet Union, better 
than cany larger countries, People realize at what price the prevailing situation 
has been attained, They know how broad the support for Finland's current foreign 
poliey is, a@verywhere they kmow that the Pinne are friends, 


"The good relations we enjoy are attested to by the growing volume of Pinnish pro- 
ducte in Soviet shops, precisely those products which consumers buy, 


"If the Pinne build something in the Soviet Union, it's worth while just to go 
and take a look at it, 


"Seviet citizens know Finland and appreciate it, They hope that the relationship 
we share will develop in the same way with other countries," Zaitehikov concluded 
his eulogy, 


Regardless of ideologies and systems, what ie the universal mission of the press 
under the present circumstances? 


"We must get people to realize that a war would only leave behind a radioactive 
cloud round the globe, This is a matter of concern for every human being, not 
just biawig politicians, 


"We ought to sound the alarm now, We mst force the decision-makers to sit down 

at the negotiating table, On thie issue we mst set aside ideological differences, 
Now we ought to cut down on military armament and develop normal economic coopera~ 
tion," 


Through thie newspaper Vasili Zaitehikov wanted to particularly appeal to business- 
men because "they generally understand such matters before politicians do and be- 
cause they are more influential too," 
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NEW SDP POLITICAL SSCRNTARY LIPPONEN: CP GETTING WEAKER 
Heleinki UUSI SUOMI in Finnish 2 Jun 61 p 6 


pentiete by Timo Lipponens "Social Democrat Eminence Lipponen on Presidential 
e: ‘Personal Abilities Forgotten" ] 





Ney? The “gray eminence" of Social Democrat policy, Prime Minister Mauno Koivisto's 
litical secretary, Paavo Lipponen, does not like to be referred to as the SDP's 
Psocial Democratic Party] chief ideologist, 


"Fortunately, we don't have one," he says, 


In addition to policy issues, Lipponen has opinions on the burning issues of the 
times, like the presidential races 


"Foreign policy is quite rightly stressed in the president's work, In the debate, 
however, the importance of personal abilities is forgotten," he notes, 


In Paavo Lipponen's opinion, the debate over Finland's next president has been 
engaged in a bit too rapidly, While, of course, we should not go so far as to 
stifle it, nevertheless, there is a need for calming things down, politically speak- 


ing, 
So the debate that has been engaged in is not quite balanced? 


“Personal qualities are demanded of the president; the ability to rally the nation 
in these times has not been stressed," Paavo Lipponen feels, 


He absolutely denies having praised any candidate in particular for advertising 
purposes, ie does not endorse those statements either according to which the Social 
Democrats would gamble on themselves to win in the 1963 parliamentary elections by 
retaining Mauno Koivisto as an unofficial candidate, 


"lio Shortcut to Socialism" 


Over the years Paavo Lipponen has erected walls about the SDP both on the Right and 
the Left, Drawing the line has often remained his responsibility, 


"Drawing the line is always necessary in the Social Democratic movement," Lipponen 
commented, 

















When introducing one's very own formas, however, one should be careful: It is 
preferable to try to accumlate a broad foundation of cooperation behind one's 
practical policy, 


"There ie no shortcut through vigorous demands for socialisation,” Lipponen was 
emphatic, 


He also warned against another extreme: Thatcher-style economic policy, describing 
it as “dangerous,” 


"Communiam Growing Weaker" 
"The fact is that Comminiem is growing weaker," 


Among others, the latest results of the Trade and Industry Board study support thie 
atatement of Lipponen's, 


In Lipponen's opinion, the model for a social contract advocated by the Trade and 
Industry Board is very “interesting,” However, he does not swallow it as it iss 





"The contract must not mean that the political struggle would be stifled, 


"Common rules of the game and conditions for the development of the society can 
be agreed on," Lipponen specified, 


He feels that the Commnists' problem is credibility, "This involves the SKP [Fin- 
nish Communist Party] in the government as well as in the opposition," 


Lipponen counts on the Communists’ participating in the government among those 
forces that preserve the society, 


SDP Made Mistakes 


Paavo Lipponen's warning against “vigorous demands for socialization” also clearly 
points to the Social Democrats’ 1975 party congress, 


At that time they publicly announced an extensive list of social measures, There 
was no longer any talk of commercial banke and insurance companies, 


"Demands were presented with great zeal, Perhaps not enough deliberation was ac- 
corded them,” Lipponen admits, 


Fe also wants to make a clear distinction between short and long-term objectives, 


"As a historical movement, we naturally are not abandoning our socialist ideal, 
But it should be developed, 


"In the 1960's and 1970's we made the mistake of thinking of socialism in a narrow 
way, only in terms of socialization," Lipponen explained, 


Socialism is a “big word” and it should be used “with a certain amount of respect 
and on the proper occasion," 
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We cannot “switch” to socialism just as though we were irrevocably stepping across 
some sort of border, 


To Lipponen socialism means inoreasing people's opportunities to exert their in- 
fluence and solidarity, Western Buropean liberalism and socialiam are associated 
with his ideal, 


Sensible Conservative Party? 

According to Lipponen, chairman Kalevi Sorsa's lofty expression, "the provisions 
have been eaten,” in a certain sense agrees with the diagnosis of what is wrong 
with the present government coalition, 


The problem really lice largely in the fact that these provisions for a reform 
policy do not seem to be available in any party's knapsack, 


Lipponen feele that there is a danger in these new experiments that citizens on 
whose support the present government coalition is built will suffer from the changes, 


The Conservative Party could be a suitable government partner "if only it would pur 
sue a sensible policy," According to Lipponen, signs of this have been noted, 


However, he sticks to his feeling that the Conservative Party is fundamentally "a 


better people's party," Conservative Party supporters, however, need not be of 
this better sort, 


11,466 
CSOs 3107/107 


52 














POLITICAL FINLAND 


VAYRYNZN THR&ATENS TO PULL PARTY FROM CABINET 
fleleinki HSLSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 6 Jun 81 p 23 
[Article by Kalle Heiskanen: “Vayrynen's Year Was a Bleak One" 


erot Center Party ministers tried to polish up the chairman's nameplate by 
ening to leave the Cabinet on the eve of the anniversary celebration, 


The government's internal temperature zoomed on Wednesday when Center Party (KEPU) 
ministers threatened to pull out of the government: "We will leave unless national 
bills are discussed in Parliament and pension bills are submitted to Parliament 
before the representatives' summer vacation," KEPU ministers agreed on a surpri- 
sing ultimatum on Tuesday, The matter was discussed at a plenary session of Par 
liament while people were swarming about chairman Paavo Vayrynen, Next week it 
will be determined how the operation to brighten Vayrynen's leadership image went, 


Thirty-four~year=old KEPU chairman Paavo Vayrynen's image was brightened at the 
last moment before the party's anniversary celebration, which is to be held in 
Lahti next weekend, The KEPU ministers threat on Wednesday to leave the Cabinet 
orightened Vayrynen's first otherwise bleak year as chairman, 


Only the Agrarian League/KEPU's 75<year span in existence will be celebrated at the 
Lahti meeting, There will be no official party congress matters nor nominations 
of candidates, They will be raised at the earliest at the regular party congress 
to be held in Rovaniemi in a year's time, 


Vayrynen, who lost over 10 kg at the beginning of the year, thus giving up his 
statesmanlike belly, can set his sights on the Rovaniemi congress with his mind 
completely at ease, After initial difficulties, national pension reform, national 
bills and the growth of support for the KEPU have guaranteed him partial relief 
from party internal pressures on the job, 


KEPU members have always regularly been able to turn criticism from outside the 
party to their advantage by regarding it as an insult to their sacred embryonic 
values, 


They Set the Tempo 


A year ago Vayrynen beat long-term chairman Johannes Virolainen at the hotly con- 
tested party congress in Turku by a vote of 1,737 to 1,611, Vayrynen's first year 
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as chairman has not been a festive march, It has not even always been clear who 
has been wielding the conductor's baton in the KEPU, 


In the beginning Vayrynen relinquished the reins of government policy to Vice Prime 
Minister vino Uusitalo, Anti Pekkala has been administering government funds in 
close cooperation with Prime Minister Mauno Koivisto, Ahti Karjalainen has been in 
command of general monetary policy at the Bank of Pinland and, sarcastically ori- 
tical of Taisto Tahkamaa, Heikki Haavisto has been in charge of agricultural affairs, 


While party secretary Seppo Kaariainen has been toiling away in the party organiza- 
tion, foreign policy has been left primarily in the hands of the chairman, In 

that domain too, those concerned see the unmistakable marks of another man, Under- 
secretary of State Keijo Korhonen, 


Nor has the parliamentary delegation been in Vayrynen's hands either, Delegation 
members have repeatedly formulated their own supplementary proposals to matters 
agreed on in the government, When the ministers threatened to leave, the delega- 
tion did not straighten up and take a stand until the last moment, ‘To be eure, 
by no means all of the delegation members were aware of the ministers’ operation 
beforehand, 


On the other hand, Vayrynen started out with the intention of carefully avoiding 
any attempt to e the roost, The next few years will show whether he has enough 
drive to entrench himself and rise to become a rallying point that is above party 
politicians who at the moment appear to be in stronger positions, 


Attempts at making apparently independent moves have so far come to nought, Wed- 
nesday's withdrawal operation was a surprising exception and is probably, of course, 
a sign that Vayrynen is gradually gaining a firmer grip on the party tiller, 


Leader Remains at a Distance 


Vayrynen and his rear guard were humiliated in the worst way when they tried to 
unseat parliamentary speaker Johannes Virolainen, lLlater this spring the plan to 
topple the Koivisto government fared just as poorly, 


When the KSPU rank and file heard of the attempt to pry Virolainen loose, which 
nad the effect of a green thread on Vayrynen's party leadership politics, the more 
hoteheaded members were ready, on the spot, to set into motion preparations for 
dropping Vayrynen in Rovaniemi in 1982, 


The Finnish Gallup opinion poll, published at the end of March, which promised 

the KSPU the support of 19,6 percent of the electorate, stilled the uproar, It 
meant an over 2=percentage=point rise over the 1979 parliamentary election figures, 
When support increases, a lot is tolerated from the party leader, 


Vayrynen's cautious start was a disappointment to many, both in his own party and 
sutside the KEPU, Some have really forgotten that, following his election, 
Vayrynen announced that no changes were to be expected, specifically in the policy 
line pursued by Virolainen, 
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Some people who advocated Vayrynen for chairman complain that he is a 
atubborn as Virolainen was, There does not seem to be enough time to listen to the 
opinions of others, 


The young chairman is also criticized for remaining too far from the party masees, 
Vayrynen is a technocrat who keeps to himself and his deliberations with heavily 
wrinkled brow are even at times exaggerated, as someone who has followed Vayrynen 
Closely says, 


Hie lieutenant reflected that Vayrynen is not even ideologically inspiring, The 
chairman has to make too many conciliatory arrangements with hie employer's office 
on Etelaranta, for example, 


The lieutenant consoled himself with the thought that maybe it is a good thing that, 
after a charismatic Virolainen, the KEPU has a colorless chairman modeled after a 
stony duck mound, 


Government partners on the Left accuse Vayrynen's KEPU of constantly playing clever 
little political games, The People's Democrats say that the KEPU has not become 
one iota more trustworthy as a coalition partner since Virolainen's time, 


While Virolainen said one thing and did something else, an agreement made with him 
was stuck to, The People's Democrats feel that Vayrynen and his supporting forces 
apparently do not have the courage to agree on matters, 


The Commnists and People's Democrats regard the KEPU's policy of going along with 
the Conservative Party as being detrimental, They are pinning their hopes not on 
the fact that the KSPU might yield to a fortunate revolt, but that the party's 
embryonic spirit may prevail in its deeds as well as in its festival orations, 


Sorsa's Actions Rankle 





The person writing under the Finnish pen name, P, Pohjalainen, for the KEPU's 
chief organ tellingly casts light on the relationship between the KEPU's new leader 
and the Social Democrats, The pen name is at least often regarded as conveying 
the thoughts of Presidential Office chief Juhani Perttunen, who is one of those 
closest to Vayrynen, 


On Friday of last week P, Pohjalainen in a rare statement openly admitted that 
relations between the KEPU and SDP leaders are not satisfactory at the present 
time, In Pohjalainen's opinion, indecision and waiting for something to happen 
have had their effect on the maintenance of good relations, 


The Social Democrats explain the situation as follows: Chairman Kalevi Sorsa and 
Virolainen got used to working together closely, Feeling some sort of spiritual 
bond as well, they agreed on matters and followed through on them in their parties, 
Vayrynen tried to convey the message: Now just pay a little attention to your next 
chairman, but in vain, 


Vayrynen's supporters learned to sort of squint at Sorsa, They even endured Sorsa's 
frequent meddling in the KEPU's internal affairs, 
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Wednesday's sudden action, which the Social Democrats interpreted as an attempt 
to draw public attention away from the SDP congress and as a kick in the pants to 
their uncrowned presidential candidate, Koivisto, will scarcely improve their re- 
lations with the SDP high command, "Greetings from your brother party," Sorsa 
gibed in Pori on hearing of the KEPU ministers’ ultimatun, 


Vayrynen's most important link with the SDP leadership has been party secretary 

Ulf Sundqvist, When Sundqvist is transferred to the Workers Bank to figure balances, 
that contact will be lost and new ones will have to be made, In the KEPU they view 
the new party secretary, Erkki Liikanen, with a certain amount of reserve, although 
he has long been the SDP parliamentary delegation's agricultural expert, Or maybe 
they do so because of that! 


"Preacher" Kaariainen Works Hard 


While Vayrynen began his term as chairman cautiously, party seoretary Kaariainen, 
elected in Turku, got going all the more boldly, Korsimo Kaariainen makes the 
rounds of the local KUPU evening meetings as actively as a lay preacher, 


The party secretary is off somewhere in Finland every other day, Kaariainen, who 
was ordered to step down from the Party Bureau, is right now getting support from 
both the party's right and left wings, 


Some really blame Kaariainen for not making it easier for political pressure to be 
brought to bear on the chairman by assuming a publicly more visible stand on hot 
political issues rather than being content with passing on the word in the KEPU's 
own districts, 


Kaariainen is striding down a road that may take him a long way, After many inter- 
mediate stages, Korsimo became a minister and director of Neste, Kaariainen works 
on sood terms of mutual understanding with the chairman, There is quite a diffe- 
rent kind of spirit in the Party Bureau than in Mikko Immonen's time, Shortly 
aftor being chosen as party secretary, Immonen, who has since transferred to the 
State Liquor Monopoly, joined in the game the purpose of which was to drop 
Virolainen, 





Stifled Debate Arouses Anger 


The KEPU party administration's unanimous decision to hold the Lahti meeting purely 
as a 75=year anniversary festival has given rise to rancor in the party wing that 
backs Virolainen, 


Virolainen's supporters feel that the others wanted to prevent debate on the party's 
presidential candidate with this decision, Not even the fact that Virolainen's 
firm right hand, chief editor Veikko "Aaretti" Pirila, was also behind the decision 
has checked their anger, 


The resolution was justified on the basis of the fact that the only official busi- 
ness would |ave been a minuscule rule amendment, They say of the party leaders 
that of course they could discuss the presidential issue now, It is, however, 
expected that any speeches on the presidency will be made "at a general echelon," 
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Vayrynen has tried to restrict debate on the presidency in the party, At a recent 
board meeting he drew attention to himself by criticising the fact that a certain 
newspaperman had asked the members of the board how they felt about the candidates 
for the 1984 presidential elections, 


The choice of a party candidate is Vayrynen's KEPU's hardest and most important 
job since long taken-for~granted Ahti Karjal inen staggered down the presidential 
path, worse than ever before, 


At the same time, stepping up hie constant efforts to trip him up, speaker 
Virolainen is conducting his very own election campaign with his young bride at 
his side, Vayrynen's supporters have been wondering whether it is worth while 
pushing Virolainen any longer, It just increases sympathy for Virolainen who is, 
on tho one hand, in a strong and, on the other, peculiar position, 
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POLITICAL FINLAND 


VAYRYNEN SXPLAINS RZASONS POR ULTIMATUM TO PREMIER 
Helsinki I2LSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 6 Jun 81 p 6 


A pmod On Priday Centor Party (KEPU) chairman Paavo Vayrynen offered his own ex- 
planation of the ministerial group's threat to walk out and of the background 
circumstances, 


Vayrynen emphasized that the KEPU's purpose in so doing was no more than to see to 
it that matters were handled in the planned and agreed-on manner, "We are sorry 
that we had to resort to such unusually harsh measures," he said, 


In his over=two=page communique, Vayrynen repeated in detail the KEPU ministerial 
group's views as to what was agreed on and when, 


According to Vayrynen, in April-May a thorough discussion of the agenda for dealing 
with bills pending was engaged in by the government's ministerial Economic Policy 
Committee, In connection with that, the KEPU moved that at least the most essential 
national laws — the general law and the production<support law — positively be 
dealt with during the spring session, 


In Vayrynen's opinion, the KiPU justified this on the basis of the fact that the 
Council of State will be ruling on zone and support area limits during the summer, 


Vayrynen said that at that time, at the suggestion of the prime minister, calendars 
were pulled out and, relying on the expertise of the former speaker, Finance Minis- 
ter Ahti Pekkala, they ascertained that there was enough time for Parliament to 
discuss the bills, 


According to Vayrynen, to boot, the bills were counted earlier for the specific 
purpose of dealing with the essential ones before the summer vacation, 


"We Could Not Submit" 


Until last Tuesday the KiPU ministers believed that the bills would be discussed 
before vacation time, That afternoon the ministerial group had to listen to the 
Finance Committee delegation table the motion to discuss the biils until next fall, 


"We realized that we could not submit to that," Vayrynen said, "Since the parlia- 
mentary majority was in favor of tabling the motion, we had no other choice but to 
force the government parties to change their minds under the threat of a government 
crisis," 
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Ii Vayrynen's opinion, the ministerial committee has also reached agreement on 
pension reform and the fact that the bille will be presented to Parliament in the 
course of this week, 


"The Social Democrats, however, wanted to postpone discussion of the bills on the 
grounds that their minister on the committee, Pirkko Tyolajarvi, was away on a trip 
and as a result they could not be sure that the bills corresponded to what had 
been agreed on," Vayrynen said, 





He also pointed out that the Social Democrats have not adopted a position on pension 
reform in their party organs, rather have merely “taken note of the facts," To en- 
sure implementation of reform in the manner agreed on, the KiPU ministers also 
decided to append to the threat to walk out a demand that the pension reform bill 
be presented to Parliament by next week at the latest, 


Vayrynen ended his communique, which was entitled "Surprising Surprise," with the 
hope that things would run smoothly and that the government could go on with its 
work, 
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POLITICAL FINLAND 


PRIMS MINISTSR DOWNPLAYS CENTER'S THREAT TO QIT 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 6 Jun 81 p 6 


Article: "'We Will Not Get into a Big Argument over These Matters'; Koivisto 
lieves Peace Is Returning" | 


Text] Pori (HS)-—-"I don't believe that we can get into mich of an argument over 
ese matters," Prime Minister Mauno Koivisto felt at the SDP party congress in 
Pori on Friday, referring to the tense situation in the government brought on by 

the Center Party (KEPU), 


The good=humored prime minister, who had dropped in at the presidential presentation 
in Helsinki, noted that the situation would be cleared up at the earliest next 
Tuesday when Parliament meets and the parliamentary delegations hold their meetings, 
Parliament's spring session will have to be extended if Parliament still intends 

to discuss pending national bills, as the KEPU has demanded, 


According to Koivisto, there should no longer be any differences of opinion in con- 
nection with the controversial national pension reform bill, He emphasized that 
the bills can be presented to Parliament by next week; according to the prime minis- 
ter, they will not be ready for presentation before then, 


What has kept the Social Democrats from adopting a definitive position on the ex- 
tension of pension reform is the fact that Pirkko Tyolajarvi, the minister respon- 
sible for pension affairs, has been away on a trip and the new party committee was 
not chosen at the party congress until Friday, 


Koivisto was of the opinion that Social Affairs Minister Katri-Helena Eskelinen's 
proposals are of an acceptable nature, The prime minister added that at least that 
was what they asserted, 


Koivisto met with the head of the SKDL [Finnish People's Democratic League] minis- 
terial group, sducation Minister Kalevi Kivisto, separately in Helsinki on Friday, 
Koivisto met with KEPU leaders at the Council of State session, 


The prime minister reiterated his interest in the scheduling of the KEPU festival, 
The KEPU, headed by Paavo Vayrynen, is to celebrate its 75th anniversary in Lahti 
this coming weekend, 

















Against the backdrop of the KuPU's veto of government policy, there is some sus- 
picion that this may be just the sort of festival at which the party leadership 
could strengthen its position by announcing that the national bills and extension 
of pension reform, which the KEPU holds to be of the greatest importance, have been 
taken care of in the government and will be taken care of in Parliament, 


New party leaders will not be elected at the KEPU festival, 
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POLITICAL FINLAND 


PAPSR LOOKS AT ‘COLORLESS AND CAIM' SDP CONGRESS 
elsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 9 Jun 81 p 2 
[Sditorial: "Party Congres: Goes Along with Leaders’ Line" ] 


Seng As expected, the Social Democratic Party (SDP) congress went along with the 
ine followed by the party leaders, There were only a few hitches, Of these, pri- 
marily the decision to oppose a real increase in defense expenditures and opposi- 
tion to arms exports can create problems for the party leadership, 


Otherwise, the resolutions and the way they were worded are broad enough to provide 
sufficient room for maneuvering in terms of practical politics, The switch from 
emphasis on the uniqueness of Left-Center cooperation in the government "to broad 
political cooperation" offers new alternatives for government policy while it is 
at the same time probably intended to control Center Party self-confidence, 





SDP party leaders were reelected in uncontested fashion and the two-candidate race 
for the party secretary's seat did not disturb the atmosphere at the congress too 
badly, Substantial replacement of the Party Committee is probably also more im- 
portant from the standpoint of the SDP's practical tasks, Former party secretary 
Ulf Sundqvist and city manager Pekka Paavola as well as alternate member Arvo Salo 
were dropped from the committee, Four of the new members and alternate members 
appointed to the Party Committee are women, 


The party leadership cot the broad framework it wanted for the preparation of the 
SDP platform, The objective is to introduce only cautious changes in the platform 
of 30 years ago, They are making an effort to present a program at the party con- 
egress to be held 6 years from now that will realistically take into account exist- 
ing conditions and possibilities, For example, the slowdown in economic growth 
demands revision and a broadly based economic democracy is regarded as more essen- 
tial than transferring ownership of business firms to the state, 


The party consress' broad and many=-sided public statement on domestic policy fol- 
lowed the baton of the party leaders too, It means assuming an active role in 
povernment policy, as behooves a great party, In the public statement, cons‘dera- 
tion of the alternative of remaining in the opposition was as good as rejected and 
the party's readiness to engage in broad political cooperation wag gtressed, Re- 
ference to plans for socialization did not receive much response, 
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eRe was such unanimity on setting up their own Social Democrat candidate for the 
next elections of presidential electors that there was no need for discussion, 

Net all of them were as yet certain ae to the identity of the candidate, although 
& reason that was just the opposite of this was the fact that the party congress 
reached the decision to investigate the possibility of electing a president in a 
popular election, one that is quite alien to the usual party line, 


The SDP will not haggle over the goal of full employment, even though achieving it 
will be difficult because of slow economic growth, The shortening of the work 
week backed by the party congress will hardly help the situation, Assigning 
family policy priority ove the raising of pensions is well-founded since those 
aspects of social policy that have been most neglected are precisely in the domain 
of family policy, 


The SDP has begun to promote business cooperative funds by means of which a certain 
portion of a firm's profits would be transferred to the common ownership of the 
workers, If the idea is developed so that ite realization would increase workers' 
interest in the success of the firm and that with the aid of the system they might 
also improve the firm's chances of obtaining risk capital, the plan is deserving 
of unbiased consideration, 


The decision to reject a real inorease in defense expenditures is annoying to 
party leaders, who have bestowed their blessing on the parliamentary Defense Com 
mittee's compromise proposal aimed at a real increase of 5,8 percent a year, Hit- 
ting them even harder was the decision to demand a total halt to arms exports, 

one which was reached while many congress delegates were not present, On the other 
hand, the rank and file stand in favor of increasing nuclear power capacity was 
quite surprisingly positive and in conformity with the thinking of the party 
leaders, 


All in all, the SDP congress was somehow colorless and calm, It did not resolve 
major issues whose time is, nevertheless, coming, 
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POLITICAL FINLAND 





CERISTIAN PARTY BEGINS CONGRESS 
Helsinki H&LSDIGIN SANOMAT in Pinnish 12 Jun 81 p 10 
[Article by Rauni Vainamo |] 


[Text } Kuopio—The dance has turned into a prayer in Kuopio, Just as the last 
Kucpio vance Week guests were finiuhing their performances at Theater House, 
Finnish Christian League (KL) congress delegates began their party congress 
Thursday ovening at Puijonlaakso High School, 


Chairman Jaakko Hietala of the SKL's Kuopio district prayed on behalf of the con- 
gress delegates, the national government and the city of Kuopio, He also inspired 
the congress delegates with courage in affirming that, while people in many parties 
are at the present time searching for the right direction, at least Christian 
Leasuers are steadfast in their kmowledge of it, 


After speaker daino Westerholm's welcome message, Party Committee chairman Jouko 
Ualne roused the masses to more energetic local political efforts, 


The GKL has 333 municipal councilmen and about 3,000 people handling specially 
entrusted jobs: "In order to be able to perform the mission we have been charged 
with, we mist continually study municipal government and strive to acquire broader 
general imowledge, We may be experts in some specific fields, but when we have to 
take stands on all community issues, a viewpoint that is as broad as possible is 
indispensable," Halme said, 


Le urged party delegates to cooperate with one another, if only to a hieve results 
and their objectives, ialme identified the party's relative position by saying 
t!at the nonsocialist parties are primarily the SKL's natural partners in coope- 
ration, 


Accordin; to llalme, with the others differences of opinion may arise such that at 
least solid cooperation will not always in practice succeed, 


Lalme criticized present-day municipal politics with packaging issues, Only the 
parties benefit from the contents of the package; it is the taxpayer who always 
foots the bill, According to lalme, that is how bad decisions are made, 
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Own Program for Children 


Young people now appear to be participating in the party congress to some extent, 
The Christian Leaguers have brought their children with them too, 


The children have been promised their own program during the congress, Bible school 
classes will be held and events to keep them busy and excursions are being organized, 


Paavo and Paula Niiles from Petajavesi left for the party congress with the whole 
family in tow, Paavo lliiles is in his second term on the Petajavesi Council and 
Paula takes part in study club work, 


accompanied by her 2=year-old daughter, Paula Niiles told us how she would with 
interest follow the coming debate on family policy, 


The party congress per se is to begin Priday moming with a political debate, 
Chairman Haino Westerholm will present a review of the political situation, FPriday 
evening the delegates will march to a meeting in the town square, 


On Saturday they will discuss rule amendments and hold elections, Party chairmen 
will be elected at the con-ress, Pohjanmaa will be running its own candidate for 
chairman, but there is as yet no information as to for which post, the second or 
third chairman's seat, Westerholm's position appears to be unshakable, 


Almost 1,000 people are expected to participate in the party congress, including 
about 700 official delegates, 
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POLITICAL GREECE 


POLITICAL PARTIES PREPARE FOR GENERAL ELECTIONS 

Parties, Strategies 
Athens ANDI in Greek 22 May 81 pp 10, ll, 12 
[Article by Spyros Linardatos]) 


(Text) With the trips, speeches, and interviews by the leaders and chief 
officers of the parties, the country has entered already the pre-election period. 
Provided that the elections take place in October or November, as is considered 
certain now, it is likely that the election-campaign contest will show some 
subsiding in the warmer summer months--July and August--and then reach a peak 

in the autumn. 


Of course, the broadening of their ranks, both at the top and at the ground level, 
is the immediate objective of the parties. The whole ideological and propagandist 
arsenal of each side is being used already in this election campaign contest. 

With its long-winded response to the interview given by A. Papandreou, the New 
Democracy Party [ND] presented the chief themes. and arguments with which the 
governing party will try to check the movement of voters in favor of PASOK 
[Panhellenic Socialist Movement]. What is dominant in these arguments is the usual 
scare talk which is reminiscent of the familiar refrain of the Right from the time 
of Papagos--"apres hous le deluge": PASOK does not have a program, it does not 
have enough officers to perform the job of governing, its presence at the helm of 
government will mean an overthrowing of the civil order, national and economic 
dangers, 4 one-party state, international and defensive isolation of the country, 
a losing of the gains made by the workers, political destabilization, and so forth 


and so on. 


At any rate, the ND realizes that the fight wili be waged primarily with respect 
to those economic and social issues in which lies also the main cause of the 
dissatisfaction with the government's policy felt by a significant portion 

of those who voted for it in 1977. For this reason, on the one hand it is 

giving prominence to its own achievements, and on the other it is proceeding 

to grant new favors, mainly to the farmers and other residents of the countryside. 





Meanwhile, the chief problem for the ND is still the intensifying conflict among 
the groups and factions within the party itself and the danger that fresh 
explosive conditions may manifest themselves in its ranks before the elections. 
One group of ministers and deputies, which has rallied around Averof and Stratos, 
has not given up the objective of getting “revenge” in the matter of the 
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leadership of the party, by compelling G. Rallis to abandon the leadership even 
before the elections. The same group, which consists generally of the more 
conservative deputies and officers on the Right, is also opposed to Minister of 
Foreign Affairs K. Mitsotakis, whose plans and leadership ambitions it is trying 
to neutralize. The effort to assimilate the extreme Right is bound to reinforce 
the conservative tendencies within the ND (in the sector of the extreme Right, 
the only person who has a perceptible stature at this moment is Sp. Markezenis, 
whereas the EP [National Front) is disintegrating despite the efforts of certain 
figures to revive it). 


The acute inner=-party conflict in the ND manifested itself not only on the 
occasion of the proposal to increase the number of candidates for parliament, 
which resulted in a decline in the prestige of G. Rallis both as premier and 

as leader of the party. It manifested itself also in connection with the trips 
of G. Rallis: In Larisa, the “Averof supporters,” in association with extreme 
rightists, managed to turn the premier's visit into a fiasco. 


Meanwhile, financially poorer ND deputies are beginning already to voice their 
apprehensions about the large sums which their more wealthy rivals will be 
spending in the elections. Reports from various sources indicate that ND party 
leaders who have powerful patrons from the financial oligarchy are preparing to 
lavish astronomical sums of money to ensure the election not only of themselves, 
but also of “their own people.” Thus there is the threat of an inner-party 
financial war over what persons and factions in the ND will have dominance in 
the elections, which is not at all edifying for our political mores. And what 
emerges here as largely to blame for this is the government leadership and 

G. Rallis personally, who has declined to push the draft law which is potentially 
authorized by the Constitution (Article 29) on the control over and the publica- 
tion of the election expenses of parties and candidates. It is questionable 
whether the relevant motion for such a law, which was introduced by KODISO 
[Party of Democratic Socialism], will be followed up by any action. 


The PASOK Platform 


With the speeches and interviews by A. Papandreou and with the framework of 

a platform for its governing policy which is being readied for publication, 

PASOK is giving concrete form to its promises and is defining its immediate 
objectives within the limits of the possibilities presented by the state of 
affairs in Greece and the present international economic situation. At this 
moment, when large blocks of the electorate are shifting towards PASOK, including 
not only former conservative voters on the Right and Center but also above all 
those of the Center-left and even followers of the communist Left, the leadership 
of the movement should be careful to avoid twin pitfalls. That is, it should 

not give any arguments to either those who want to frighten the more conservative 
voters by brandishing the specter of an “overthrow” (ND), or those who maintain 
that without their own participation or support (KKE) a Papandreou government 
will be nothing but an “administrator for the monopolies" which will operate 
merely within the limits of a bourgeois modernization. Here there is no room 

for equivocations, which are not even necessary at bottom. Because, from the 
moment when a party rules out an overthrowing of the government by violent means, 
but without abandoning the vision and the objective of a higher social organiza- 
tion, of a “better society” from a socialist transformation (the case of PASOK), 
its path is obvious: 
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Its course should be within the framework of the democratic Constitution and 
the multiparty system, with gradual reforms and with a popular consensus, which 
will change both the structure of the society and the make-up of its social forces. 


Certainly the course in question will be a long and painful one, with regressions 
and not without conflicts, and its effectiveness will be disputed (but is it 

not the case that the socialist type of change is being disputed dramatically 

not only in words but also through labor and other uprisings, and especially 

“by the media” in those countries where this has been imposed or which follow 

the other path?). 


In connection with accepting new affiliations on the PASOK tickets both from 

the Center and from the traditional Left, it seems that there is opposition to 
this by the party machinery and hesitations at the leadership level. With 
respect to the affiliating of leading centrist figures as associates, it seems 
that at this time the viewpoint prevails in PASOK that on the one hand they will 
not attract the conservative centrists to vote for the movement, and moreover 
they will cause a loss from the Left. Generally speaking, for the time being 

at least the acceptance of the participation of “associates” on the PASOK slates 
is being ruled out. 


Of the well-known former deputies of the Center which have affiliated themselves 
so far, it is reported that Polykhronidis (of Khania) and I. Papadopoulos (of 
Evros) will certainly be included on the tickets. To others, the answer has 
already been given that they will not be included on the tickets, “because of 
opposition in the party machinery," and they have been offered posts in the 
PASOK administration after the elections (to one such offer, the answer of 

G. A. Mangakis was that political figures cannot consent to playing the role 

of technocrats, especially in a political movement). Meanwhile, the leadership 
of PASOK is continuing its talks with former deputies on the left of Center, 
who are coming now from KODISO. It is talking with each one separately, of 
course, but without being in a hurry to come to any agreement with them on 
their entering the movement. 


In the camp of the Center, the efforts are continuing to achieve a unification 
of its much-divided forces, but without results so far. Nik. Venizelos and 

K. Bandouvas are "threatening" to reestablish the party of the Liberals if 

G. Mavros and I. Zigdis do not arrive at an agreement on a common approach 

to the elections. On the other hand, KODISO, Mr Baltatzis, and the “United 
Movement of the Center" are insisting on democratic procedures for the election 
of a leadership for a unified centrist party. I. Zigdis and G. Mavros, who 
will be speaking at a banquet and event put on by the "Center Faction" on 

3 June at the “Hilton,” are forbidding any participation by I. Pesmazoglou 

in the talks on a unification of the Center. 


It is clear that the longer any agreement among the parties of the Center is 
delayed, the more their chances will decrease for surviving in parliament after 
the elections. 
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The Two KKE's and the EDA 


The more the KKE fears that the movement in favor of PASOK is thwarting its 
prospects for increasing its parliamentary strength (and now it has the 
disquieting precedent of the first round of the French elections, in which the 
psychology of the “useful vote" was dominant, with the result that the percentage 
going to the French Communist Party decreased significantly), the more doggedly 
does it put forward the 17?-percent objective. At the same time, it is sharpening 
its criticism of PASOK. Despite the denials it is certain that not only common 
voters but also officers and organizations of the KKE are running up against 

the notion of the “lost vote" in those districts where their party has no hopes 
of electing a deputy, and they are conveying their concerns to the leadership. 

In reacting to this state of mind, the leadership of the KKE is propagandistically 
pushing the slogan--in meetings, speeches, articles, and so forth--that "there 

is no change without the party of the working class." 


What we have here are the same old tactics of the Left, which views the proper 
successor to the Right as being only a government which at the very least is 
supported by the communist forces (speech by Khar. Florakis on 11 May 1981). 

In addition, the KKE is worried about the fact that the KEA [Movement for a 
United Left], which was created with Mikis Theodorakis “at the helm," has not 
amounted to anything substantial, aside from the adherence of a very few former 
officers of the EDA [United Democratic Left], and it has made a negligible or 
non-existent impression, particularly in Salonica. 


The KKE-Interior is also pressing forward with the same old tactics--that is, 

with the position that the successor to the Right should be a government which 
enjoys the support also of the communist forces. With the difference that it 
proposes itself as a more suitable conferee with the socialists than the 
"dogmatic" KKE, and it calls for the cooperation not only of the "“anti-imperialist" 
but also of all the “progressive democratic forces." And the KKE-Interior is 
giving prominence to the need for "relentless struggles" for change and for its 
own presence by way of "a great many deputies and very many votes going to the 
party of the working class" (speeches by L. Kyrkos at Tripoli and Kalamata 

on 2 and 3 May 1981). 


The EDA is pursuing a contrary line, in that it is calling on the two KKE's 

to withdraw their slates in more than three fourths of the electoral districts-- 
where they cannot put up a contest for the election of a deputy--in order to not 
“split the votes of the opposition, to the advantage of the Right" (speech by 

M. Glezos at a press conference on 3 April). At the same time it is calling on 
them “to cooperate in all those areas where there is an objective chance of 
electing deputies" from the traditional Left. And it is preparing to enter 

its own ticket only in the First District of Athens--something which is creating 
additional problems for the KKE-Interior, which is struggling to elect a second 
deputy in precisely this district. Representatives of the EDA have had contacts 
and talks with leading figures of PASOK, but these have not resulted in any 
agreement: The party of the official opposition has proclaimed and is sticking 
to the line that prior to the elections it is accepting only new adherents 

and not associations and associates. Up to now at least, the contacts the EDA 
has had with the two KKE's have also produced no results. 
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Although its general outiines are already given, the electoral scene will take 
its final shape only in September, when we will enter the final stretch of the 
election race. 


Pre-electoral Conjectures 
Athens ANDI in Greek 22 May 81 pp 14, 15 
[Article by Ilias Theos) 


[Text] As the time of the elections approaches and the framework of conducting 
them is defined more clearly, "reports" or “conjectures” are appearing more and 
more frequently in the press about the make-up of forces which may emerge and 
about post-election developments considered likely to happen. All these 
“forecasts” start out from a basic assessment which is already regarded as 
"given": That the deterioration of the ND has reached such levels that--even 

if it is supported by practically all the extreme rightists and junta elements-- 
it cannot possibly muster the absolute majority in parliament. Without exception, 
this “assessment” is confirmed by all the polls taken in recent months, 

which show PASOK to be leading, and in fact by a significant margin. 


On the basis of this “given,” the possibility of an association between PASOK 

and the ND after the elections, or the likelihood of a split in the ND-<a portion 
of which (led by I. Boutos or, according to others, by Akhil. Karamanlis) could 
support a PASOK administration--has begun to be examined and analyzed from various 
points of view. Of the multitude of “reports” relating to this which have been 
published up to now (especially in the TAKHYDROMOS, the ELEVTHEROS KOSMOS, and 
the ELEVTHERI ORA), the greatest sensation has been created by two recent 
newspaper articles: The article in the NEW YORK TIMES--which in fact has 
attributed certain of its “assessments” to the president of the Republic--and 

the very clear statement, given its sibylline formulation, by Boutos to the 
KATHIMERINI ("as a Greek citizen, I would feel a great satisfaction if our 
political and social institutions had so much staying power that they could 
serenely weather the storms of a political switch"). 


Some observers include also as a part of this same "given" the increased 
prominence accorded to Andreas Papandreou by the national mass media, while 
certain people believe that it is in this light that one should interpret the 
recent statement by Averof, that he might not become politically active in the 
coming elections. 


The Post-election Scenarios 


Of course, the conjectures which are being expressed about post-election 
associations in the government have to do with the case where no party will 

have a stable parliamentary majority. This contingency is considered by certain 
parties (for example, an article in the TIMES) as the most probable outcome 

of the impending elections, because it is believed that in order for some party 
to elect 151 deputies it needs to muster at least 10 percent more than the 
second party in percentage of votes (see, for example, the statements of Zigdis). 
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In reality this assessment (concerning this 10 percent) is particularly 
exaggerated. For PASOK even a difference on the order of 7 percent--a superiority 
which it seems to have on the basis of the polls taken in recent months--may be 
enough for it to elect 151 deputies. As for the ND, it is likely that even a 
difference on the order of 5 percent would be sufficient for it (see ANDI, 

No 170, p 22). But in any case, the situation where no party will have the 
absolute parliamentary majority in the next Chamber of Deputies continues to 

ve one of the likely versions of the electoral outcome. For this reason, it is 
useful to analyze its various subcases and to point out certain political and 
constitutional facts which are connected with this version. 





The main point which must be stressed is that from a political and constitutional 
viewpoint, which party will be the foremost in parliamentary strength is of 
particular importance. Because the political consequences of the electoral 
outcome as well as the possibilities for the formation of a government will 

be completely different in each case. 


In the next Chamber of Deputies, if the ND has the relative majority then 
whatever the form the government takes, in order to survive it must be based 

on some kind of bipartisan cooperation (either of the ND with PASOK, or of 
PASOK with the KKE, or, finally, based on a majority which will emerge from 

the splitting of one or both large parties). Because it is practically impossible 
for the parliamentary presence of the centrist politicians in the next Chamber 
of Deputies--even if the various parties of the centrist camp unify--to exceed 
three deputies (except for the rather improbable case where centrist candidates 
are included as associates in the PASOK slates). Consequently, only in an 
utterly extreme case would the centrist deputies be able to play a controlling 
role. 


On the other hand, if PASOK has the relative majority in the next Chamber of 
Deputies, then theoretically at least it has the option of forming a consensus 
minority government, without the support of another party and without the 
immediate danger of its parliamentary overthrow. In fact, according to 
Article 37, Paragraph 3 of the Constitution, "if no party has the absolute 
majority of seats in the Chamber of Deputies, the president of the Republic 

is to give an order for an investigation to the leader of the party having 

the relative majority to ascertain the possibility for the formation of a 
government which will enjoy the confidence of the Chamber of Deputies." And 
Article 84, Paragraph 6 explains that the motion of confidence is adopted if 
it is approved by the absolute majority of the deputies present (which cannot 
be less than 2/5 of the total number of deputies--that is, 120 deputies). 
Consequently, in order to have the confidence of the Chamber of Deputies a PASOK 
minority government does not need to be voted for by the deputies of the KKE; 
it is enough for these to not vote against it--that is, it is enough if the 
KKE deputies simply do not take part in the decisive balloting. 


of course, in such a case the Right will not fail to make the charge of 
"collusion," of a “popular front," and other similarly ringing accusations. 
And naturally it will invoke the preposterous notion of Georgios Papandreou 
(in a corresponding case which had developed in August 1952) concerning a 
"national majority." A notion according to which the communist deputies-- 
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regardless of what they support and how they act--ought to be included with 
those voting against the administration (!). 


However, perhaps the ghosts of the civil war have stopped being as lively as 
they were in 1952 (and in 1963). In which case one can easily verify that a 
PASOK minority government which receives a vote of confidence on the basis of 
the above procedure fulfills all the conditions of the constitutional and 
parliamentary order. And moreover, if it receives a vote of confidence it is 
politically unlikely that such a party will be overthrown by a motion of censure 
(unless deputies withdraw from PASOK), since the adoption of such a motion 
requires the absolute majority of the entire body of deputies (Article 84, 
Paragraph 6 of the Constitution)=--that is, it requires an open alignment between 
the ND and the KKE. 


Of course, an association between PASOK and the KKE would be equally in 
conformity with the constitutional and parliamentary order--and in fact the 
latter party proposes this, its chief argument being that such an alliance 
would have a significantly greater political weight than a one-party administra- 
tion by PASOK alone. But this contingency is extremely unlikely to be realized, 
because among other things the Constitution furnishes PASOK with the opportunity 
of forming a stable one-party government, even if it has only the relative (and 
not the absolute) majority of deputies. 


In case a minority government is formed, it is clear that the role of the 
Chamber of Deputies as well as that of the president of the Republic will be 
strengthened significantly. Aside from the political reasons which govern 

this increase in strength, the role of the Chamber of Deputies increases also 
because, given the details of legislative work, it is impossible to rule out 
unforeseen alignments and concurrences of interest; and the role of the president 
increases because his discretionary options are broadened, and especially 
because when a law is sent back, its approval by vote a second time on the part 
of the Chamber of Deputies requires the absolute majority of the entire body of 
deputies (Article 42, Paragraph 3 of the Constitution). 


The things which were mentioned previously do not constitute some diabolical 
post-election scenario, but a possibility inherent in the Constitution for the 
special case where PASOK has the relative but not the absolute majority in the 
Chamber of Deputies. In which case this possibility will constitute a 
significant determinative factor, even if for various political reasons some 
other solution is finally chosen (a restaging of the elections or a coalition 
government). 


This possibility again strengthens the role which the president of the Republic 
car logically be expected to play in such a development. But at the same time 

it also amounts to a negotiational trump card in the hands of PASOK, and it gives 
PASOK a significant advantage over the ND. Because if the latter party needs 

151 deputies in order to form a stable government (an extremely unlikely 
possibility), theoretically PASOK can form a stable one-party government with 

a smaller number of deputies, as long as it emerges from the elections as the 
number-one party. 
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POLITICAL NORWAY 


THREE NONSOCIALIST PARTIES JOIN TO OPPOSE GOVERNMENT PROGRAM 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 4 Jun 81 p 3 


[Article by Terje Svabo: "Only the Abortion Issue Can Prevent Goverment 
Collaboration: Non-Socialists Join Program''] 


[Text| The abortion issue is now the only question which can prevent 

the formation of a non-socialist, three-party government after the election 
if the parties get a majority in Parliament. This became clear in a 

press conference yesterday when the Conservative Party, the Christian 
People's Party and the Center Party presented their joint report on the 
Government's long range program. It was established that disagreement 

in other individual areas would not prevent the Government negotiations 
which follow the elections from ending with the formation of a non- 
socialist majority government. 


in spite of the fact that the parties each have their own point of view 
on the abortion issue, they have in the joint report committed themselves 
to support a new abortion law which will guarantee better protection of 
the unborn life. There is also reason for believing that behind the 
scenes there are now discussions between the three parties to see if it 
is possible to loosen the political knot which the abortion issue 
has created. Many things will here be dependent, for one thing, on how 
far the Christian People's Party can see itself going in the direction of 
a secondary abortion standpoint as compared to its own as a program post 
for a non-socialist government. in the introduction to the joint report 
from the parties, it is established that one will get together after the 
election in view of forming a non-soclalist government. it also says that 
the final decision about such a government's program and the party 
composition must be made on the basis of these negotiations. 


At the press conference yesterday, Sverre Helland of the Center Party 
established that initially it is not natural to deny that a government may 
be formed with the participation of two of the three parties, Kjell 


73 








Magne Bondevik from the Christian People's Party hoped that the 
negotiations between the parties would lead to a situation where it 
does not become necessary for the Center Party to choose whether the 
parties should enter the government alone together with the Conservative 
Party. Rolf Presthus [Conservative] maintained for his part that a 
government with participation by two of the three parties would not be 
@ poor solution either as an alternative. 


The spokesman for the three parties al! agreed that the joint report 

one has now arrived at forms a very good work foundation for a non- 
socialist government regardless of which parties may be participating. 
Both Bondevik and Helland indicated that the report contains a good portion 
of Center policy. Presthus emphasized that there is no reason to believe 
that the Government alternative which the joint reports give a basis for 
will rot in position. He pointed out that the report in several important 
areas indicates that the three parties stand together about an alternative 
policy with respect to the policy the Governmen’ and the Labor Party 

is conducting today. Presthus emphasized that this report is different 
from the joint report from 1977 in that this time greater weight has been 
placed on the parties' programs than in the previous negotiations in 
Parliament, 





Presthus, Bondevik and Helland al! emphasized on this basis that the 
joint report is a committing document for the policy the parties will 
conduct in the coming four years regardless of whether all of them join 
a government collaboration or not. 


Bondevik emphasized that the negotiations about the joint report has 
shown that there is now a very good collaboration atmosphere between the 
three parties. Helland pointed out that the joint report shows that the 
parties in the majority of the essential political questions have joint 
basic attitudes, but that the practical policy may differ in individual 
points. 


In addition to the abortion issue, the Christian People's Party and the 

Center Party have special comments on the future oi! policy. Helland 
emphasized at the press conference that in the Center Party they are 

probably more concerned thar. the Conservative Party about unfortunate 
consequences of too high a consumption of the oil money within the country. 
Neither he nor Bondevik, however, saw the oil policy as a hindrance for the 
three parties to arrive at a joint government platform. Bondevik said straight 
out that he had a relatively relaxed attitude to which problems questions other 
than the abortion issue may result in for possible government negotiations. 


In a comment to the joint report from the non-socialist parties, the 
chairman of the Finance Committee, Gunnar Berge [Labor Party] maintains 
that the disagreement between the non-socialist parties in central areas 
of the policy is something they are trying to drown in a sea of words. 
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‘Many of the formulations in the joint report are so vague and in- 
expressive that it is difficult to establish what the non-socialist 
parties actually stand for. This is, for one thing, true about the 
tax policy, where they have had different points of view since 1973," 
says Gunnar Berge. 


Berge also maintains that on the basis of this report it must be 
established that the non-socialist parties stand more poorly gathered 
before this election than they did in 1977. 


in our evening issue yesterday we reported most of the main points in 
the joint report from the parties. Below we will report some of the 
main points: 


- The economic situation calls for a strict assignment of priorities for 
the expenses. The parties want to give priority to the handicapped, care 
for old people, improving the economy for families with many children 
and development of the services in the health service. 


- Admission to college must mainly be on the basis of grades. 
- Norway must not break the solidarity in the West by starting special 
negotiatiorswith the Eastern block about nuclear-free zones, but should 


operate within a joint NATO strategy. 


- The inflation must be slowed down. The tax and fee level must be 
changed. 


- The parties are against a change in the composition of the companies! 
governing organs. 


- The entrance ticket to housing must be lower. 
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POLITICAL NORWAY 


MARXIST=LENINIST PARTY ON VERGE OF COLLAPSE 
Oslo KLASSEKAMPEN in Norwegian 20 May 81 p 3 


[Editorial] AKP (Marxist-Leninist) is shaking at its foundations at this 
time. it is true that the party leadership has made its utmost efforts 

to limit the damage effect from Helge Ogrim and Tor Halstvedt's settlement 
with their old party. Im KLASSEKAMPEN Jon Michelet works havoc with 

the rebels and characterizes them indirectly as "grass snakes,'' while 

Pal Steigan combines parts of the Ogrim criticism with Hakon Lie and 
Libertas' old anti-communism. For the short range the leadership will 
possibly also manage to stop the landslide of resignations by appealing 

to togetherness in a difficult time. But for the long range it is 
difficult to see that the party will avoid continued dissolution tendencies 
following resignations from more and more outstanding party members. 


AKP is in many ways a specially Norwegian phenomenon in spite of the 
party's earlier open following of Peking and Chinese communism, What is 
especially Norwegian is that the Marxist-Leninist movement is so large 
here in our country. In other countries such parties have either been 
completely dissolved in recent years, been split up into an infinite 
number of small groups, been included in other parties or simply closed 
down as the German Marxist-Leninist party did last year. It is the 

upsets in China, the defeat of the Gang of Four and the cultural 
revolution, the split between China and Albania, and the frustrations over 
the poor following which has led to this process in other countries. There 
is therefore reason to expect that the resignations AKP has experienced 
recently in their way is a reflection of the larger catastrophies which 
have struck the sister parties in the rest of the world. What so far 

has separated AKP from the other M-L parties is the stable, and some- 

body might well say petrified, leadership which today is the party 
leadership which has sat at the party helm longest in any Norwegian party. 
Another feature is the stone-hard discipline, the centralism and the 
Stalinist organization model. But at this time, it is precisely these 
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features in the movement which function a8 @ boomerang. The rebels 
react against the lack of democracy, debate, unblased information and 
exchange of opinions on difficult questions, 


we Nave for Many years criticized AKP for these features and the 
steadily more doubtful foreign policy they conduct with their almost 
paranoid fear of the Soviet Union if all cases. The party has in 

recent years had less and less to contribute to Norwegian political 
debate and the development of the Norwegian liberal side. At the same 
time it i6 clear that the Marxist-Leninist movement in its time of 
glory managed to radicalize and bring along an extremely large number 

of talented, active and capable people who should be able to contribute 
to the Norwegian liberal side the moment they have freed themselves fram 
the grip of the AKP leadership. 
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POLITICAL NORWAY 


MARKIST=LENINIST CHAIRMAN: AKP STILL HAS STRENGTH 
Oslo KLASSEKAMPEN in Norwegian 22 May 81 p 2 


Article by Reidar Mathistad: ‘The Rumors about AKP's Death Considerably 
Exagge rated" | 


Text. "I must say, as the man said when he read his own obituary, the 
rumors about the death of AKP (Marxist-Leninist) are considerably 
exaggerated,’ says Pal Steigan in a comment to the fact that the 
Socialist left newspaper NY TID in the editorial column issues an advance 
death certificate for the party. 


Under the title "Is the AKP Party Being Dissolved?" NY TID writes: ''The 
party has in recent years had less and less to contribute to the 
Norwegian political debate and the development of the Norwegian liberal 
Side. At the same time it is clear that the Marxist-Leninist movement 

in its time of glory managed to radicalize and bring along an extremely 
large number of talented, active and capable peoplc who should be able 

to contribute to the Norwegian liberal side the moment they have freed 
themselves from the grip of the AKP leadership." 


"| must, of course, on behalf of the members of AKP (Marxist-Leninist) 
both bow and say thank you for the certificate,'' says Pal Steigan, who 
believes it was rare cosy preise from that side. 


"| also agree with the writer of the editorial in NY TID when he calls 
AKP (Marxist-Leninist) a specially Norwegian phenomenon. This is our 
strength. 


The Class Fight 


‘We have, for one thing, managed to build up a daily newspaper which is 
unique in the Western world. The newspaper is noted daily in the working 
class and in wide circles elsewhere. it is, of course, worth noticing 
that the day KLASSEKAMPEN reveals a strategy note on the plans for closing 
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down the Akergruppen the stock prices drop on the stock exchange, | 

agree with the lady who wrote a letter from the readers in the newspaper 
recently and placed herself between AKP (Marxist-Leninist) and the 

Soc’ s'ist Left Party in the political terrain: Without KLASSEKAMPEN 

and wkr (Marxist-Leninist) there would be a vacuum in Norway which 

nobody else can fill, The strike battles and the professional! battles are 
not covered in the Socialist Left Party's NY TID, samething which the 
Socialist Left Party's own members have stated clearly, at the latest 

in the last rational meeting of the party. 


Haaken Lie 


NY TID also makes a point of the fact that you combine parts of Helge 
Ogrim's criticism with Haaken Lie's and Libertas’ old anti -communi sm?" 


"| do it because Haaken Lie's foundation for creating the climate we 
had in the 1950's was the same as Helge Ogrim's point of departure 
today=-that the dictatorship of the proletariat is equivalent to a 
party dictatorship and that the democratic centralism is the same as 
the dictatorship of the party bureaucracy over the members." 


Problems 


‘But it is of course completely clear that AKP (Marxist-Leninist) has 
oroblems,"' 


‘That is correct. We have had resignations. Some comparatively well-known 
names have attacked ‘the God that failed'. 1! understand quite well 

NY TID's tactical happiness. it is completely human, but it is @ very 
short-range happiness for people who wan, socialism to fall for the 
temptation of being happy over other people's problems when one cannot 

be happy about one's own progress. We have a conservative wave in 

society which neither creates advantages for the Socialist Left Party, 

the AKP (Marxist-Leninist) nor for the fight for socialism in Norway. 


it is completely incomprehensible that the West today has big problems 
such as unemployment, danger of war and poverty--a@ crisis which daily 

shows the validity of Marxism while we sti! get a conservative wave. 

Those who today profit from attacks against AKP (Marxist-Leninist) are 
those who say that Marx and Marxism are obsolete. 


Children of the Cultural Revolution 
"The NY TID leader also says that the Marxist-Leninist movement is in @ 
crisis. Such as, for instance, the German Marxist-Leninist party which 


was closed down," 


"AKP (M=-L) is a child of the cultural revolution in China. This cultural 
revolution is now publically condemned in China. China's Communist Party 
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Gives priority to contact with Yugoslavia's Communist League and 

people like Berlinguer and Mitterrand. This means that the parties 

of the new Marxist-Leninist type, which have not managed to develop 
their awn roots and have not managed to develop their awn analysis, are 
dissolved, AKP (M-L) has a strip of that skin. That is clear, but when 
NY TID itself states that we are a specially Norwegian phenomenon, then 
it is precisely an indication that we have managed to grow roots in 
Norwegian soil. We have hundreds of professional representatives. We 
are working on developing a complete working program. We are the only 
Norwegian party with a full political program for the Lapps and a solid 
defense-political program, Because of this AKP (M=L) is more viable than 
the foreign parties which NY TID refers to in the editorial. 


"it is clear that we have problems, and we will carry out discussions 
about the reasons for these problems at the same time as we will increase 
the effort to strengthen the roots in the Norwegian reality. Seen in 
this way, this crisis breaks out in its opposite and becomes a strength 
for the party." 


Socialism in Norway 
"In which areas is it important to strengthen these roots?'' 


‘We have neglected discussions about socialism in Norway. This is 
true, for one thing, for the question about the revolution's conditions 
here in our country, which special conditions we must take into consid- 
eration. The experience hes shown us that socialism, in similarity to 
capitalism, can teke very many different forms depending upon in which 
country it appears. in this discussion Rune Slagstad fram the Socialist 
Left Party has contributed with what is called municipal socialism, 

which is nothing different from capitalism. Rune Slagstad's contribution is alsoa 
goodbye to the proletariat. Berge Furre has taken up Young Conservative's 
old slogan about ‘selfeawner democracy’ and proposed that the path to 
socialism must go through the Companies Act. Today there is no other 
revolutionary alternative in Norway than AKP (M-L), something many members 
and sympathizers of the Socialist Left Party agree on. 


"What the Socialist Left Party has to offer the working class is a steadily 
more open support policy for the DONA government. For the increasing 
opposition in the trade movement and among youth who turn their back to 
this government, there is therefore no other alternative than AKP (M-L)" 
says Pal Steigan. 
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POLITICAL NORWAY 


AKP ORGAN COMPLAINS OF SURVEILLANCE BY POLICE 
Oslo KLASSEKAMPEN in Norwegian 22 May 81 p 2 


Article by Tuva Gry Oyan: "Bjorn Skau About the Obligations of the 
Customs Department: Routine to Ask About AKP (moi) 


Text Now we have it black on white from the Minister of justice 
himself, Bjorn Skau: it is part of the Customs Departments routine to 
ask foreiaqn visitors whether they have any connection with AKP (ML). 
in any case, this is how one must interpret the Minister of justice's 
answer to the complaint Pal Steigan «ent to the Department of Justice 
after the quests from the Faroe istands had received a somewhat special 
welcome by the Customs Department and the Aliens Police. 


it was in March of this year that the two men from the Faroe islands, 
John and Daniel Jacobsen, got to taste the Customs Departments ‘'routine’’ 
at Oslo East train station. Before they left Copenhagen they had called 
AKP (M=L)'s party office and agreed on their arrival. As soon as they 
arrived in Norway, they were met by people who said they represented the 
Customs Department and the Aliens Police. Gradually as their baggage 
‘revealed’ literature from AKP (M=-L) and foreign-political organizations, 
the two were subjected to a direct political interrogation. ‘Have you 
been to AKP (M-L)'s national meeting?,'' was the ten=thousand-kroner question 
from the Customs Department and the Aliens Police. They also asked for 
further information about the time and the location of the national 
meeting, almost three months after it had been properly discussed in the 
press and the mass media, 


The two comrades fram the Faroe Islands naturally enough interpreted 
the whole strange meeting as an expression of political surveillance. 
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"Thoroughly investigated" 


On behalf of AKP (M=L), Pal Steigan complained about the way the two 
had been met. A few days ago the reply came from the minister of 
justice. It says: 


"| have investigated this case thoroughly and can inform you that the 
two men from the Faroe Islands involved here have been subjected to a 
completely normal routine control by the Customs Department's mobile 
patrol, Greetings, Bjorn Skau."' 


it is in other words part of the Customs Department's routine duties to 
interrogate foreigners about their relations to AKP (M-L),. It is 
nothing reprehensible in the fact that their service people use their 
position to ask about when and where a legal Norwegian party has its 
national meetings. Foreigners=-including Norwegian citizens who do not 
have to have @ passport--and demand that they account for what they are 
going to do here in the country [sic] . That is how zealous our 
Norwegian Customs Department must be if they are to undertake ''customary 
routine control''=-in any case, this is what our minister of justice 
believes. 
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POLITICAL NORWAY 


POLL SHOWS VOTERS DOUBT ANY PARTY CAN HANDLE ECONOMY 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 9 Jun 81 p 3 


Article by Arild Isegg: ''Skepticism About the Party's Competence. Who 
Can Handle the Price and Employment Problems Best?'') 


Text. Prices and employment become the central election campaign 
subjects this year. With the slogan "work for everybody"' the Labor 
Party has tried to present itself as a kind of quarantor of full 
employment at the same time as the prime minister has recognized that 
precisely this is no longer obvious. And with a price increase of 
approximately 15 percent the Labor Party must stand hearing that it has 
lost control over the prices. But it is not easy for both the Government 
party and the non-socialist opposition to convince the voters that one 
part is better or worse suited than the other part to master both the 
employment and the price problems. 


The belief that the Labor Party has special qualifications for guaranteeing 
the employment has been upset fundamentally during the last couple of 
decades. And the belief that a non-socialist government can tame 

inflation better than a Labor Party government received a serious blow 
when it turned out that the prices continued to increase also under the 
non-socialist government from 1965. 


This is clear from material in Professor Henry Valen's book: "Election 
and Politics,'' where the election researcher has investigated the voters’ 
confidence in the parties in these fields. 


The confidence in the parties In questions on employment has been studied 
for the election period 1965--79. In 1965 there was a widespread belief 
that the full employment one hac at that time was a result of the govern- 
ment's policy. To questions about the reasons for unemployment, respec- 
tively full employment, one a4lf of those asked said either that the 
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government's policy was the most important or that It had been a 
contributing cause. DOuring the next 4-year period the fraction 
dropped to approximately one-third, after which it decreased slowly until 
1977 and then increased sharply the following years. In 1979 the 
Government's policy was credited by two-thirds of those asked. 


These fluctations are due to the economic development and changing 
governments. This is clear when the voters are asked about their 
confidence in the two government alternatives. 


in 1965, after the Labor Party had been in power for a long period, 

every fourth voter believed that a Labor Party Government was best suited 
for guaranteeing employment. Only an insignificant fraction believed that 
a non-socialist government had a better answer to the employment problems, 
The subsequent four years with a non-socialist coalition government did 
not lead to any unemployment worth mentioning. At the same time as the 
decrease in the faith that the Government's policy was crucial for 
employment, the fraction which had special confidence in a Labor Party 
Government decreased=--from 26 to 14 percent. No changes were recorded 

in 1977 except for a certain increase in the confidence in both the 

Labor Party Government in power and |" a possible non-socialist government. 


But then the economic problems showed up for real. The fear of un- 
employment showed an increasing tendency. (The fraction which in 
investigations indicated a fear of unemployment was 17 percent in 1973, 

26 percent in 1977, 39 percent in March 1978 and 40 percent in January 1979.) 
At the same time as more and more people believed that the employment 

level was dependent upon the Government's policy, an increasing fraction 
placed their confidence in a non-socialist government. The fraction 

which expressed confidence in the Labor Party Government in power increased 
from 1977 to 1978 but decreased again in 1979. The confidence in 

the government in power was then for the first time lower than in a 
non-socialist government--16 and 20 percent, respectively. 


1965 1969 1977 


Better with a Labor Party government 12 13 13 
No difference between the governments 38 64 62 
Better with a non-socialist government 25 7 11 
Don't know 25 16 14 


This table shows that a fairly good percentage in 1965 believed a non- 
socialist government would manage to tame the inflation better than a 
Socialist government. Since then it has become the completely predominat!ng 
belief that the price increase goes on regardless of government. 








it is also remarkable that the far predominant part of voters through- 

out the entire period did not see any difference in the governments on 

this question. it is also remarkable how little confidence the Labor 
Party enjoys among its own sympatnizers,. '!m 1965 almost one-half of 

the party's voters believed that a Labor Party government was best 

suited to master the employment problems. The fraction was one-third 

less In 1977. At the sameetime there was a strong increase in the fraction 
which maintained that there was no difference in the governments, The 
last-mentioned group constituted two-thirds of the non-socialist voters 
both in 1965 and 1977. 


The voters' concepts of the reasons for the price increase and the 
government alternatives have been investigated in 1965, 1969 and 1977. 

in 1965 there were many (36 percent) who wanted to ascribe the price 
increase to the Labor Party Government's policy. In 1969 and 1977 there 
were fewer who blamed the Government for the price Increase (16 and 

18 percent, respectively)--an increasing number mentioned the Government's 
policy together with other reasons. 


The changed attitudes among the voters, as a consequence of the 
government change in 1965, are expressed even more clearly when they 
talk about the government alternatives. in the election in 1965 there 
were 12% who considered a Labor Party government most suitable fo: 
handling the price increase, 38% saw no difference in the governme ¢ 
alternatives, while 25% considered a non-socialist government to be 
best suited. The expectations for the non-socialist government was, in 
other words,great. 


But the prices continued to increase, and the fraction which had bet on 
the non-socialist government had in 1969 dropped to 7% without this 

being of significant benefit to the Labor Party. In turn, there was a 
dramatic increase in the fraction which did not believe that one govern- 
ment could tame the price rise better than another--to 64 percent. A 
clear documentation of how the voters losttheirillusions. The situation 
was not much different in 1977 except for an increase to 11 percent in 
the confidence in a non-socialist government. For the Labor Party 
Government the figure kept constant at 13 percent. 


Even though the voters naturally enough have a tendency to express 
confidence in the party they vote for, the investigations of the concepts 
around employment and inflation thus show that there are clear limitations 
in the confidence relationship between voters and party. As Professor 
Valen himself concludes: the voters reactions are more rational than is 
normally assumed, 
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POLITICAL NORWAY 


NONSOCIALISTS ENCOURAGED BY EFFORT TO COMBINE ON PROGRAM 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 6 Jun 81 p 3 
[Article by Egil Sundar: "'The Result is a Three-Party Government’) 


Text) The non-socialist joint report on the long-term program 
represents a decisive psychological breakthrough for the idea of 

a government by the Conservative Party, the Christian People's Party 

and the Center Party after the election. The impression of a deep, 
"collaboration crisis,'' which was created by the very act of the national 
meeting in April by the Christian People's Party, has been replaced by 
the will for joint responsibility. The joint report--the most significant 
initiative from the non-socialist side in this parliamentary period-- 
has clarified the political foundation for a broad, vigorous alternative 
to continued Labor Party rule. A more favorable collaboration climate 
can already be noted. 


In political circles it is a general understanding that the joint report, 
both the introductory declaration Of intention aiming at a three-party 
government and the coincident political goals, has created a completely 
new situation on the non-socialist side. The agreement one has arrived 

at about the main lines in a joint non-socialist policy will in essential 
areas be indicative of the three non-soctalist parties’ behavior in the 
future. The temptation to disagree must be expected to decrease in light 
of the agreement which now has been confirmed about the superior political 
goals. These goals will become decisive for which policy finally will be 
conducted. 


The Conservative Party, the Christian People's Party and the Center Party 
will obviously characterize themselves to a higher degree as three 
independent parties with their own programs and characteristic issues. 

But the joint eport, the political common denominator on the non-socialist 
side will make it considerably easier than it would otherwise have been to 
arrive at a reasonable balance between a desirable party outline and the 
necessary joint characterization, 











The declaration of will from the three parties will give new Inspiration 
to non-socialist voters before the parliamentary election on September 14, 
Earlier doubt about the willingness of the coalition parties to take 
government responsibility has been swept aside. The psychological effects 
will presumably show up gradually as the election campaign proceeds, 


"The joint report actually reeks of a sincere will to pull the political 
burden together,'' writes BERGENS TIDENDE in the editorial column. This 
will by itself creates expectations which can be compared with a snowball: 
the voters on the non=socialist side will not only expect but straight 
out demand that the three prepare their affairs so that they can take 
over the government's responsibility. After this a wave of expectations 
will build up which in the next round will become an enormous pressure 

on the key persons in each camp. Both Willoch, Korvald and Jakobsen, 

to stick with the parliamentary leaders, will gradually as the weeks pass 
find out that there hardly is any way back--if any of them should be 
unfortunate to get such ideas in the summer heat, 


And as BERGENS TIDENDE finally points out: Once’ the Center Party and 
the Christian People's Party in these days have said A, they will hope- 
fully not get peace in their political soul before they have said 8B. 
The alternatives are crystal clear--a Gro government or a broad non- 
socialist government, 


Among informed political observers there are extremely few who consider 
't probable that the abortion issue will be able to upturn a broad non- 
socialist government collaboration after a possible non-socialist election 
victory in the fall. To find solutions to this problem is actually a 
question Of political will, and when the election is over, several 
possibilities for solutions will most certainly reveal themselves. in 
any case, the Christian People's Party must also undertake an overall! 
evaluation where a long series of consideretions must be taken. The 
possibilities for real political influence which participation in a 
government involves will always be a heavy reality--yes, most frequently 
completely crucial. 
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POLITICAL TURKEY 


DISK TRIAL GETS UNDERWAY 
Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 29 May 81 pp 1, 7 


[Excerpts] ISTANBUL NEWS SERVICE -- The DISK [Confederation of Revolutionary 
Worker Unions] trial, involving 150 defendants, in connection with the "30 April" 
revolt began yesterday in Istanbul Martial Law Command Military Court No 2. The 
indictment prepared by the Martial Law Command Office of the Military Prosecutor 
requests imprisonment of the defendants for up to 6 months for violation of laws 
1402 and 275. 


DISK President Abdullah Basturk said that if the contention of the trial in con- 
nection with 30 April were upheld it would mean three separate sentences, one of 
which has been realized, would be given in connection with this incident. "The 
one which has been realized is the sentence of torture which the distinguished 
Head of State and the distinguished Prime Minister opposed and which the whole 
world condemmed. The second is the request in the trial now being conducted by 
the Bakirkoy Prosecutor's Office. The third is the request in this trial," he said. 


Rejection Requested 


Orhan Apaydin, submitting an objection on behalf of the defense attorneys in 
relation to the indictment and procedure, pointed out that the defendants were 
being tried under different articles of the law for the same act. It was stressed 
in the objection that three separate public suits have been prepared on the same 
matters, involving the same defendants and the same acts. Apaydin maintained 

that this was an interesting picture, an example of which had never been seen 
before, and requested rejection of the suit which they contended had been brought 
in violation of the conditions of criminal court and of the basic principles of 
penal law. 


Yesterday's opening proceedings in the suit, brought by Court No 2, were held in 
the courtroom of Court No 1 owing to the large number of defendants. During the 
roll call, it was determined that some defendants were absent, both from among 
those under detention and those who were not. The prosecutor then read the 
indictment. It was pointed out in the indictment that DISK President Abdullah 
Sasturk and the members of the DISK executive board were being tried under Law 

No 275 in Bakirkoy Criminal Court of the First Instance in relation to the same 
action, and for this reason they would be tried only under Law No 1402 in this 
indictment. Penalties requested for other defendants in the suit come under both 
Law No 275 and Law No 1402, as well as Turkish Penal Code articles 71 and 74. 
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lt was stated that DISK and certain union administratera encouraged and incited 
workers in an illegal strike of a political nature. The defendants from the work- 
places were charged with conducting an illegal strike of a political nature. 


Basturk's Comments 


DISK President Abdullah Basturk, whose examination began after the reading of the 
indictment, denied the charges. "It is impossible for representatives and members 
of DISK, of which I am proud and happy to be president and a member, to be guilty 
of the crimes in the indictment," he said. 


Stating that DISK was a democratic, independent, economic class and mass organi- 
zation of the workers which had defended the democratic rights and freedoms ever 
since it was founded, Basturk said, in summary: 


"May Day is the holiday of workers, of praletarians everywhere in the world. And 
this holiday is celebrated and observed by workers throughout the world, whatever 
regime they may be under. Presidents and prime ministers in many Western nations 
attend 1 May meetings, make speeches and celebrate the proletarian holiday. For 
example, on the last 1 May holiday, Federal German Prime Minister Helmut Schmidt 
made a May Day speech in a city in Germany where there are many workers.” 


The Indictment 


Following are some of the views expressed in the new indictment prepared by the 
Istanbul Martial Law Command Office of the Military Prosecutor of defendants who 
were detained for a while after the "30 April" 1980 incident but were later 
released: 


"It is understood from examination of the communiques that with Communique No 42, 
dated 24 April 1980, the Command felt obliged to allow no further outdoor rallies 
and demonstration marches of which exploitation by anarchist groups would be pos- 
sible and, as a result of this obligation, DISK's application for a permit to hold 
a meeting and demonstration march in Istanbul for 1 May was not approved by the 
Commaad and in this way, any celebrations in the form of meetings and parades to 
be held on 1 May were prohibited. 


"It is understood from examination of the investigation files: That, while this 
was the case, DISK President Abdullah Basturk and the Executive Board members met 
jointly on the dates of 22 April and 24 April 1980 and published in the 25 April 
edition of DISK AJANSI, the DISK publication, a ‘notice to DISK unions and their 
members that the DISK administration will lead them in observance of 1 May and 
that they should be ready’ and that this edition was sent to the workplaces, 


"That the DISK Executive Board published in the 28 April edition of DISK AJANSI 
that ‘the ban on 1 May observances violates the Martial Law proclamation ration- 
ale and workers and proletarians will use the power deriving from production on 
Thursday, 30 April, for the purpose of protesting the bans and pressures placed 
on the public observance of 1 May, to demonstrate the determination of the working 
class to struggle against attacks on workers and prolet7i:ians and its resoluteness 
as regards protecting and developing the democratic riguis an’ freedoms and to 
allow observance of 1 May in keeping with its revol:~iomary “radition and 











substance,’ and that this AJANSI was sent to all DISK-affiliated workplaces, and 
that, as a resule of this call, the workers at many workplaces in Istanbul con- 
ducted an illegal strike of a political nature by stopping or slowing work at the 
workplaces beyond the purpose of protecting and rectifying their economic and 
social status in relations with management, but for the purpose of protesting the 
Command's ban on observance of 1 May in the form of a rally and demonstration 
march.” 


Basturk's Defense 


Basturk explained that alr ©¢ 600 administrators and members had been detained for 
conducting an illegal res ance on 30 April and, except the executive board menm- 
bers, had been released later and that he contested the request for imprisonment 
in connection with the executive board members. He pointed out later that suit 
had been brought against the executive board members only at Bakirkoy Criminal 
Court of the First Instance No 4 and continued as follows, in part: 


"It is quite interesting that reconsideration of such a suit should begin in the 
Martial Law courts after more than a year has passed since this incident and while, 
moreover, an investigation of DISK is in progress. 


During the investigation, we have been jailed for 9 months for unannounced reasons 
and we have not known until today what concrete evidence, obtained by torture and 
pressure, which we will make public during the promised trial, they relied upon, 
but we have discovered that only one of the questions was concerned with 30 April. 
Another interesting aspect of the matter is that this suit should be brought by 
the Martial Law Prosecutor's Office while evidence is being sought by the methods 
of interrogation which we explained in the statements we gave to the Martial Law 
prosecutors after our arrest, submitting the major outlines of them verbally and 
in writing to Martial Law Court No 3 which made the arrest, and which, again, we 
will reveal in all their aspects to the Supreme Court during the trial which it 

is said will be held. 


‘One May has long been interpreted by political administrations in Turkey as a day 

to intimidate proletarians. After a splendid observance on 1 May 1976 during 

which not one incident occurred, on 1 May 1977 a massacre took place when shooting 
n the outside began and 36 of our citizens were killed. 

Today, DISK administrators and members are on trial. But let me say immediately 
that the desire for DISK or its administrators to be tried here or in other suits 
eshes with the rationales put forward by the ruling circles, who for years have 

it only their own interests first, and the reactionary press, which is in league 
with them, for the changes they want made in the unions, labor contracts and 
re for DISK to be tried and condemned is actually geared to 
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wish union rights to be restricted in Turkey. 


— 5 = * 
: desi i that the untons perform their duties in a country, respect must 
wn for workers’ riehts in that soctety. We defend the basic democratic 
: we ds id yntend that the Constitution should be com- 
arric it. his will be DISK's most important contribution to 
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history (unshakeable defense of democracy). We believe that history will note and 
aceord this characteristic to DISK. The just decision of your Supreme Court will 
have an important part. We request our acquittal from your Supreme Court.” 


Other defendants who were examined participated in Basturk's defense. Only half 
of the examinations were compieted and trial was recessed to be resumed today. 
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GREEK VIOLATIONS IN WEST THRACE REPORTED 


Istanbul MILLI GAZETE in Turkish 29 May 81 pp 1, 7 


{Text} Ankara (ANATOLIAN AGENCY) -- Oppression of Turks in West Thrace in contra~ 
vention of the Lausanne Treaty and the Declaration on Human Rights has been pro- 
tested to international organizations, the pope, the World Council of Churches and 
the lelamic Congress. 


Selahattin Yildiz, ch irman of the Association of Mutual Solidarity with the Turks 
of Western Thrace, held a press conference yesterday on behalf of Western Thrace 
Turks at the Ankara Journalists Society, during which he said, “Because it is 
annihilating the Muslim Turks of Western Thrace before the eyes of the world with 
a racist policy, we wish to have Greece ousted from the United Nations, the Coun- 
cil of Burope, NATO and the organizations which uphold Human Rights.” 


Selahattin Yildiz pointed out that our coracialistse who return to Turkey to visit 
relatives have their citizenship revoked by the Greek government upon their return 
and that Turks are not granted the right to acquire property and recalled that a 
law passed recently turned over the administration of the Turkish foundations to 
Greek governors in violation of the Lausanne Treaty. 


Examples of Oppression 


Noting that Western Thrace Turks are facing annihilation, Yildiz then said the 
following: 


"Western Thrace Turke are living virtually like cavemen today, being isolated and 
left behind by the Greeks, and are being utterly destroyed by the attitude and 
behavior of the Greek administration with its systematic and racist principles of 
Helleniem. The peasant, at a practically nonexistent economic level, is intimi- 
dated and urban Turks are forced into ghettos, living in fear. Turkish children 
do not have the right to play because they are Turks, [Turks] do not have the 
right to ride the buses because they are Turke and, despite the Hippocratic oath, 
Turke do not have the right to go to the hospitals because they are Turks. 

Indeed, it is a miracle if they get into a hospital.” 


Protest 


Solidarity Association President Selahattin Yildiz said that they have “complained 
about Greece to international organizations, the World Council of Churches, the 
pope and members of the World Islamic Congress, asking that the assimilationist 
behavior of this nation be protested." 
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SIRMEN ASSESSES GREEK CYPRIOT ELECTION 
Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 30 May 81 p 3 
[Article by Ali Sirmen in colum "The World Today": "What Can Change?") 


[Text] The Greek Cypriot elections are over. For the firet time, AKEL is repre- 
sented in parliament in proportion to ite strength. The biggest winner on 24 May, 
however, was Klerides, who returns to political life with all his influence by 
building DISI [Democratic Rally] into the strongest political organization next 
to AKEL with 12 national deputies and 31 percent of the vote, after having been 
put on the shelf in 1976 as a result of the cooperation of the majority system and 
his opponents. While Kyprianow paid a heavy price for his political vacillation 
and failures, the obdurate Lysesarides had a chance to find out that the large 
portion of the Greek Cypriot community opposes his views. 


Now that this scene is over, everyone in the political corridors of the Greek 
Cypriot sector is asking the question: What can change? The question becomes 
even more important considering that elections will be held in the Turkish sector 
in another month and immediately after that a solution which is somewhat "Made in 
USA" or smelling of NATO will be brought to the negotiating table at the intercom- 
munal talks. 


New distribution of the 35—-member Cypriot parliament following the latest elections 
ie 12 AKEL, 12 DISI (Klerides), 8 DIKO [Democratic Party] (Kyprianou) and 3 EDEK 
(Lyssarides). 


In view of this structure, no party is in a position to get a clear majority suf- 
ficient to govern alone. But an AKEL-DISI coalition is strong enough to get not 
just a simple majority, but a two-thirds majority as well. 


Such a solution seems impossible, however, bearing in mind the present situation 
in the Greek Cypriot sector and the political views of Klerides who is accused of 
maintaining close relations with BOKA, which, with AKEL, is said to have had a 


finger in the Sampson coup. 


Another solution, though, is that Kyprianou and Klerides could cooperate to get a 
simple majority. This solution, which is mathematically possible, does not seem 
very likely at present because of both recent events and Kyprianou's attitude 


during the election campaign. 
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Kyprianow collided hard with Rierides during the elections, while taking care not 
to criticize AKEL in any way. Under these circumstances, Kyprianow would under- 
standably feel more inclined to show closeness to AKEL rather than DISI, at least 
at thie stage. 


The post-election Greek Cypriot parliamentary majority will in all probability be 
comprised of AKEL and DIKO. Since these two parties will have a total of 20 

seats, they will have a comfortable majority in the J5-member parliament. Mean- 
while, it is conceivable that a new coalicion, from the standpoint of strengthening 
the old front against Klerides again, would include Lyssarides’' EDEK, which cannot 
make a majority in a coalition with anyone and is in the position of “Ie's all the 
same one way or the other.” 


Thus it is possible to say that the 24 May elections introduced no significant 
changes other than solidifying he legal appearance of Klerides' strength. 


Not to be deceived, however, thie situation in thie political structure is limited 
at the present stage and has many different drawbacks as well, in that AKEL-DIKO- 
EDEK cooperation was tried beginning with 1976, but eroded away, hastened by the 
effects reflecting on Cyprus of the recent disruption of the world economic situ- 
ation. To revive the same cooperation now without finding grassroote solutions to 
the old conflicts will just put the old problems back on the agenda. 


Moreover, rumors abound of preparations for a formula for a solution for Cyprus 
which emelle as though it were "Made in USA." AKEL, by dint of ite structure, 
cannot say “Yes” to such a solution. Kyprianou, though for internal reasons, is 
also in a position to take a more definite stance against that solution today. 


However, Kyprianou's opposition before a reasonable, just and lasting peace for- 
mula is even proposed amounts to a stubborn ignoring of the facts. And it does 
not seem that Kyprianou would be able to sustain this attitude for very long. 
Then while softening his line a little, Kyprianow would perhaps also have to seek 
certain ties outside AKEL. 


It is not unlikely that at this point Klerides would emerge as DIKO's new partner 
depending on how successfully he manages to keep the memory of his past initia- 
tives alive and whether he can propose formulas for solution which would allow 
Kyprianou to save face. 


In fact, the most important factor delaying this liaison is nothing other than 
Kyprianou's concern over falling behind Klerides within the right-wing front. 

The plethora of political concessions and solutions, however, may bring new con- 
cessions and solutions and Kyprianou, who seems to have been put on the shelf for 
today, may emerge tomorrow as a partner in government with some of those who put 
him on the shelf. 


The political formation in the Greek Cypriot sector is not definite at the moment 
and developments in the intercommunal talks may add new dimensions to these form 
ations. 


The best thing for the Turkish Cypriot sector and Ankara to do, meanwhile, would 
be to view events in the Greek Cypriot sector reaiistically, without prejudice. 
Perhaps by this method will come the opportunity to contribute most positively to 
those formations and, therefore, to their being directed toward a just and lasting 


peace. 
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POLITICAL TURKEY 


KURDISH INTERPRETATION OF ARMENIAN TERROR GIVEN 
Huddinge ROJA NU in Turkish Apr-May 61 pp 3, 7 
[Article by M.S. Zirav: “Armenian Problem and Bourgeois "ress" |) 


[Text] It wae announced that Parise Labor Attache Resat Morali and religion offi- 
cer Tecelli Ari were killed on 4 March 1981 by an Armenian organization. This 
incident, an example of the proverb “The blind man prayed for an oye; God has 
granted him two," provided the material which the writers of TERCUMAN and similar 
reactionary newspapers had been looking for but were unable to find. For almost 

a month we followed these writers’ news and comments, in their accustomed language 
and filled with chauvinien. 


TERCUMAN, being careful to place “brand new," “communist,” “separatist” and “ter- 
rorist" organizations in the most eye-catching spots on its pages, did not fail to 
tie in thie chauvinistic campaign with anticommunism. The terror then perpetrated 
by the junta must not be a coincidence. 


TERCUMAN columnist Nazli Llicak attempted to give this chauvinistic campaign a 
“historical” gloss by saying it should be “scientific™ and added a column on 

13 March 1981 named “The Armenian Problem." He poured out details and statistics 
from the work by the U.S. professor, Standorf J. Shov (married to a Turk named 
Ezel Koral). Next LIlicak set about writing an article with the title “Armenian 
Terror and Russia" in the 14 March TERCUMAN which presented its basic purpose. 
Ilicak said in the column that the goal of Armenian terrorism was: “To expand 
the borders of Soviet Armenia since an independent Armenia is inconceivable and, 
in this way, both to make NATO forces retreat from strategically important lands 
and to open the way to the Guilt." 


With total bourgeois immorality, both Ilicak and even Altan Deliorman, who is one 
of hie three sources and whose disgraceful book “Ermeni Komitecileri™ won the 
"National Cultural Foundation's Culture Award for Historical Research," exemplify 
the “enemy” imperialism. Deliorman, beginning this disgraceful book with "a few 
remarks," says, “I regret that I cannot strip off the maske of the imperialists 
and bare, if only a little, their true faces." Our major regret is that we cannot 
translate this gentleman's disgraceful book into foreign languages and let the 
world learn about Turkish writers like this. 











Another TERCUMAN writer of the bourgeois immorality te Zafer Atay, who said, 
"“Prance selle iteelf to the world as the center of democracy, freedom and brother- 
hood, They are only a gloss. When you dig a little, ‘imperialistic, selfish 
France’ confronts you. While a million nationalists were being killed in Algeria 
just yesterday, the typical French reaction was ‘Rebels will be crushed. '" 
(TERCUMAN, 9 March 1981) 


The enemies of the proletariat, the bourgeois elite, accuse the French imperial~ 

iste of killing a million Algerian nationalists even though it is within a hair's 
breadth of their own deeds. So it is that writers of thie ilk are so immoral as 

to say of the Armenian and Kurdish massacres: “The rebels were put down." 


In the Kemalist CUMHURIYET, meanwhile, Ergun Balci took a “historical” approach 
to the matter is a column entitled "The Armenian Problem" on 10 March 1981, con- 
cluded on 17 March with the column "The Eastern Problem," ae follows: “The ‘East- 
ern problem’ of the 19th century continues to exist in our own day in the form of 
the ‘Middle East problem.’ Last century's Balkans have given way to the Middle 
East rivalry of today. The ‘path to India’ has become the ‘path to of1.'" 


In other words, according to this gentleman, Britain and Russia in the 19th cen- 
tury wanted to establish an Armenia in order to control the commerce routes through 
India to the markets in Central Asia. Today, however, they want to establish a 
Kurdistan for oil. 


Now if we were to stand up and say to this gentleman that Turkey has become one 
of imperialiem's strongest strike forces, it would do us no good. They have dug 
so long in chauvinism that they cannot get the dirt of it off their brows. 


This is how they are. We cannot get to them. Our job is to show how the bour- 
geoisie has used the “Armenian problem" to fan the flames of anticommunism and 
anti-Kurdism, therefore of anti-Sovietism. 


How Armenian Problem Was Solved 


Prior to the great Armenian massacre, many Armenians lived in and around the 
Anatolian interior, present-day Cukurova which was called Klikya, the eastern 
Black Sea area and Kurdistan. The seeds of nationalist movements were sown early 
among the extensive petit bourgeoisie which handled the flow of British goods into 
Central Asia under the leadership of the Armenian commercial bourgeoisie which had 
settled in important commercial centers like Istanbul and Trabzon. 


Organizations such as the “Philanthropists Soctety" and the “Society of the Dedi- 
cated" which formed in the 1860's began to change significantly over the next 10 
years. Organizations formed which promoted national demands under names like 
"Union and Salvation," "Committee of Nationalist Women" and “Towards Armenia": 
"To demand and bring about administrative reform for Armenians in Turkey and to 
work to create an inclusive force for the purpose of obtaining their freedom by 
applying every means to achieve this goal." (From the Armenian Patriotic Union) 


The Social Democratic HINCAK and the Nationalist TASNAK represented the class 
struggle and the highest level of organization of the Armenian people. 








Thus the Ottoman State was forced to deal with the disruptions caused by protest 
demonstrations as well ae with an important Armenian movement. The methods which 
the Ottoman administration used to counter this are “interesting.” Similar 
methods were staged later by the Unionists. M. Kemal had the Kurdish people maa- 
sacred with similar methods. 


An example of thie interesting method: When the Ottoman Bank was occupied in 
August 1696, "Sultan Abdulhamid II found a rather interesting way, according to the 
conditions of that time, to preserve the authority of the state. He pulled the 
police and all military troops out of the Armenian quarters. He set the dock 
porters, of which there were 4 great many at the Istanbul port at that time, on 
the rampaging Armenians. They were not given firearms or even sharp implemente, 
only etout clubs. Armenians found on the streets of a night were killed with 
these clubs." (Altan Deliorman, “Ermeni Komitecileri,” p 45) 


Thie “interesting” method which the writer drools over with praise was staged in a 
similar way in Kurdistan. The Hamidiye Regiments formed by giving the Kurdish 
arietocracy military experts represented an underhanded merging of interests 
between Ottoman feudalism and part of the Kurdish aristocracy. In thie way, Otto- 
man feudalism would be spared an organized Aiwenian bourgeois movement and the 
Kurdish aristocracy would get to plunder Armenian lands. What happened was the 
poor of both peoples decimated each other. "The advantages considered in the 
formation of the Hamidiye Regiments were these: The Turkish Armed Forces would 
not be worn down by guerrilla actions against the Armenians, regular troops would 
not be used against the Armenian bands and this would be a tremendous stumbling 
block to Armenian propaganda in Europe." (A. Deliorman, ibid., p 42) 


The bourgeoisie of the Constitutional Period put an end to the Armenian problem 
with a violence rarely equalled in the world by the hand of the Unionists. With 
the "Deportation" law passed in 1915, upwards of 1 million Armenians were driven 
from their homes and hanged and murdered on the roads. This massacre went on 
until 1920. 


Kurdish Slaughter 


"This bloody page of history was closed by the beloved General M. Kemal," says 
Ilhan Selcuk. But what can one do when the bourgeoisie of the Republic does 
nothing but add new pages itself to those bloodied by the hands of M. Kemal. At 
any rate, we are not writing this article to reopen the wounds or sow seeds of 
hatred among the people. But the Turkish, Kurdish and Armenian peoples must know 
that there has been no lack of the same carnage directed against the Kurdish peo- 
ple later on. As long as this chauvinistic order persists, efforts will be made 
to allow these massacres to continue. The announcement by the minister of inter- 
ior affairs after the Agri rebellion is sufficient, indeed more than sufficient, 
to understand this: "The perpetrators of the Mt Agri action were totally wiped 
out. Those not caught escaped, but those who escaped from Agri to Iran this 
winter went over at a time when it was 30-40 degrees below zero. Our troops 
assigned there went all the way to the top of Agri, combing every bit of it to the 
point where no one could survive in the cold." (CUMHURIYET, 27 June 1932, 
"Reserve Force: National East,” Dr Hikmet Kivilcimci) 


In particular, periods of rebellion have afforded Turkish governments this oppor- 
tunity: "Four villages in the Agri foothills with ties to the rioters were 


burned.” (Dr Hikmet Kivilcimci, ibid.) 
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~ Pollowing suppression of the Agri Rebellion, the people of 44 villages in the 
Zilan region of Ercis were annihilated without regard to women and children or 


age. 


The Second International, meeting in Zurich in Ausuat 1930, drew the attention of 
the world to the Kurdish massacres, saying: “The executive committee of the 
International Socialiat Organization drawa the attention of the world to the mae- 
sacres which Turkish governments have undertaken in order, not just to put down 
the resistance of the Kurds who are fighting only for their freedom, but aleo to 
destroy the Kurdish population not involved in the rebellion. The Turkish gov- 
ernments in this way are trying to perpetrate the fate of the Armenians upon the 
Kurdish people, and the public in the capitalist nations is not even protesting 
thie bloody violence.” (C, Aladag, “Kurdistan'in Somurgelestirilmesi ve Kurt 
Ulueal Haredetleri,” p 109) 


Turkish authorities and writers ecof’ at mention of the Armenian maseacre on 
foreign television. The massacre is being forced into oblivion by a conspiracy 
of silence. The Hitlerian fascists wmdertook the Jewish massacre by taking advan- 
tage of juet this conepiracy of silence. Hitler gave the following order to his 
troops entering Poland in 1939: "TI have commanded my death equade that the 
Polish-speaking race should be killed without regard to men, women or children. 
Only in this way will we have the opportunity to live. --Who remembers the 
Armenian massacre today?" (From a brochure entitled "“Armenien,” p 14) 


Concealing the massacres from the people does nothing toward ensuring the brother- 
hood of peoples. Friendship can come only through explanation of the facts 
together with their causes. 


Asking What to Do 


The'Turkish bourgeoisie and ite writers know as well as we that it is impossible 
for a nation to be formed in Turkey of an Armenian people scattered to the four 
corners of the earth. Then why does the bourgeois press want to keep the Armenian 
problem alive, especially at such a time as this? And there is another question 
puzzling them but which time will anewer in full: Why has the assassination of 
diplomats intensified during the junta period? 


We know one fact: The junta used these incidents as a pretext to step up oppres- 
sion and terror. And the shrewd bourgeois newspapers immediately stepped up the 
ery of “arms emuggling in the East." This also brought the new operations into 
conjunction with the hunt for revolutionaries. Kurdish villages were searched and 
shot up, people were seized for no reason. The junta decided that a 10-kilometer 
strip on the Iranian, Iraqi and Syrian borders should be evacuated. 


Suddenly we often hear from the junta that “a single" opposition remains abroad. 
Another goal of the bourgeois press, which has worked the Armenian problem for so 
long by appealing to chauvinistic emotion, is to pull proletarians abroad into the 
junta's ranks, to rally them round the chauvinistic flag, to isolate them from 
revolutionary, progressive action abroad and even to make them the enemy. 


The struggle against fascism cannot be separated from the struggle against chauvin- 
ism. All progressive proletarians must be vigilant; they must condemn chauvinism. 


The democratic mass organizations in Europe have great duties in this regard. 
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ARMED FORCES PLAN TO BUY FORTY TANK-ATTACK HELLOOPTERS 


Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 11 Jun 81 p 10 
lArticle by Ake Ekdah1) 


(Text) Tank-attack helicopters will be the next big defense item, 
Today, Thureday, the parliamentary Defense Committee flies to Paris 
to primarily investigate the purchase of some 40 helicopters. These 
helicopters shall be equipped with tank-attack robots and will be 
an entirely new weapon for the army. 


At the big air show in Paris, the Defense Committee will compare the 3-ton 
French-English helicopter "Lynx" with the lightest in ite class, an American 
helicopter called "Hughes," which weighs just over 1 ton fully equipped, 





The closest competitors are the French "Gazelle" and the West German "BO-105," 
both of medium weight. 


The helicopters that can be used by the Swedish army cost about 5 million kronor 
each; they are much simpler than the large American attack helicopters, each 
priced at approximately 35 million kronor. 


The commander-in-chief's plan for the next few years, which will be debated in 
Parliament early in January, earmarks 340 million kronor for army helicopters and 
most of that for the new tank-attack helicopters. His plan includes air batal- 
lions both in Boden and Karleborg. In Karlsborg helicopters will replace military 
unites that have virtually defied rationalization the last few years. 


For the next 5-year period, 1987-92, a minig@um of 160 million kronor will be spent 
buying more helicopters. 


The armed forces has debated the issue of tank-attack helicopters for a long 
time. Already in the sixties, the military began to study how helicopters could 
be used in Sweden. Repested tests in Swedish terrain revealed that this weapon 
is very effective in combatting tanks. 


The commander-in-chief is enthusiastic and wants the army to incorporate the 
weapon, but the old Defense Committee was opposed to helicopters. Later, a tug- 
of-war developed between the different military units as to which could best take 
care of the helicopter batallions. 





Operationally, the tank-attack helicopter seeks a firing position behind a cover 
of trees or buildings. There are two to four helicopters in each combat unit, 
When enemy tanks approach, the helicopter lifts high enough to allow the robots 


free movement upon firing. The firing distance is 3 to 4 kilometers and a tank 
can be rendered harmless by one to three robots. 


The helicopter then quickly goes into hiding again and moves to another hiding 
place. It is difficult to knock out these helicopters with antiaircraft or tank 
artillery. Recent tests in Norrland showed that even reconnaisance planes have 
difficulty detecting tank-attack helicopters. 





Within the armed forces, the army should get some 60 helicopters for use in combat~ 
ting tanks and transports, the Marine Corpse 20 for use in submarine warfare, 
reconnaisance and mining and the air force no more than 20 for its activity. 
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